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Coronavirus has now infected more than one million people worldwide, but
its impact extends far beyond just those who have had it.

Even the frequency of use of the word "unprecedented" is unprecedented at
the moment. According to Google Trends it's been used three times more over
the last two weeks than the highest point recorded previously.
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As governments around the world have enacted new measures and given
official advice, we take a look at the impact that it's had on people and the
world around them.

How the world shut down
The approaches to dealing with coronavirus across the world have been
wide-ranging to say the least.

ln Colombia the days that you're allowed to leave the house depend on the
number of your national ID card; in Serbia a designated dog-walking hour was
introduced; and in Belarus the president has gone against medical advice,
recommending vodka and saunas as a way to Stay safe.

Some of the more common approaches have seen governments issue
recommendations on social distancing for part or all of the country, while
others have acted to restrict all non-essential internal movement. The latter is
often called a lockdown.

When the virus was first identified in China in late 2019, lockdown seemed
extreme.
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Asia, Australia and New Zealand in lockdown
Dates and severity of restricted internal movement by country
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Note: China and Thailand confirmed their first cases prior to 15 January 2020
Source: Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker, BBC Research BIBIC
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European countries in lockdown
Dates and severity of restricted internal movement by country
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Countries in the Americas in lockdown
Dates and severity of restricted internal movement by country
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Sub-Saharan African countries in lockdown
Dates and severity of restricted internal movement by country
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Flight risk
When the virus first appeared, several countries brought in initial restrictions
on flights from China, or required visitors from at-risk areas to be quarantined
on arrival.

After it had been declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization, on
11 March, there were more all-encompassing measures.

President Trump blocked all non-essential arrivals to the US from the
European Union on 15 March, and a day later the EU did the same to all
visitors from outside the Schengen free-travel zone.

By the end of March, air traffic from some of the world's biggest airports had
dropped to a fraction of what it was at the same time last year, or even what it
was at the start of this month.
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Number of flights around the world decrease
- 2019 -2020
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The number of commercial flights last month was down by more thana
quarter globally, according to flight tracking service Flightradar24.

In the final week of March, as more and more countries introduced travel
restrictions to try to contain the virus, traffic declined 63% from the same
period last year.
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On 25 March, Heathrow - one of the busiest airports in the world serving
about 80 million passengers per year - recorded more than 1,000 fewer flights
compared with an equivalent day in 2019.
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Number of Heathrow flights down
by two thirds
Wednesday 27 March 2019
1,615 flights :

:

:

f

Wednesday 25 March 2020

525 flights

:

15

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-52103747 13/27

INQ0005738410013






























