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People will only be allowed to meet one of their parents after the lockdown is 

eased, the government has said in an embarrassing U-turn. 

Moments after Dominic Raab suggested that it would be possible to meet two 

people from another household in some circumstances - provided it was in a park, 

at two metres apart - the public was told that that advice was wrong. 

The U-turn comes amid other confusion over the date when staff will be urged to 

go back to work if they can, and whether some pubs could reopen from July. 

On Sunday, Downing Street provoked fears of people being forced to "pick a 

parent'; if the relaxation of the lockdown, from Wednesday, allowed them to meet 

only one other person from another household. 

Mr Raab, when asked whether someone could meet up with both their parents in 
n nark_ told RRf clin~4"JtIelLvn><i rniildif thPr_e'c±wn m4trPs apart"
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However, a government source quickly withdrew the statement, telling The 
Independent: "They can see both parents but not at the same time - they would 

have to see them individually." 

The episode is certain to increase criticism that Boris Johnson, in his 
determination to make a prime-time TV address before full details were 

published, further muddied the government's message. 

At one point, Mr Raab said ministers recognised that "people want to get 

outdoors" - even as Scotland and Wales insist on retaining their "stay home" 
message. 
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"If you're out in the park and you're two metres apart, we're saying now - and use 
some common sense and you socially distance - you can meet up with other 
people;' the foreign secretary said. 

"The key thing is people want to get outdoors, particularly with this weather, 
particularly I think for mental health and, frankly, the frustration people feel if 
they're cooped up for too long, for protracted periods:" 
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Mr Raab also sparked further confusion about the controversial instruction for 

staff to return to work from today if possible - saying it would now come in on 

Wednesday. 

He referred only to people "in construction and manufacturing" returning to 

work, with guidance on creating secure workplaces not to be published until 
Tuesday. 

One of the biggest overnight criticisms of the prime minister's TV address was 
that it gave some workers only 12 hours to prepare for an apparent resumption, 
with public transport largely shut down. 

Labour continued to attack the chaotic messages being sent out to worried 
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be able to work in safety. 

"People shouldn't be in the uncertain position that they are today. Certainty helps 
workers; it helps employers. And that's what the government should actually be 
providing:" 

Mr Raab ducked repeated questions about whether workers had the right to walk 

out if they believed they were in unsafe conditions, saying: "It's very difficult to 
answer that." 

On Sunday, the prime minister said: "We now need to stress that anyone who 
can't work from home, for instance those in construction or manufacturing, 
should be actively encouraged to go to work:' 

However, the government is now downplaying any significant change, saying the 
.... zcxr..k. s2fe..ct n2 rea iv ran_try. rc k..~ixir~~r_pxa #inx~...>tx~le~..__....._......._....._......._....._......._....._......._.....__....._.....__........ 

https:;/www.independent.co.uk'news✓uk/politics/uk-lockdown-boris-johnson-dominic-raab-downing-street-latest-a9507981.html 6/10 

IN0000548021_0006 



09/06/2025, 12:34 Dominic Raab wrong to claim individuals can meet two people from another household at same time, government admits I Th.. . 

Join our commenting forum 
Join thought-provoking conversations, follow other Independent readers and see their replies 

a]  
Comments ,, 

If You Need To Kill Time On Your Computer, This Popular Strategy 

Game Is A Must 
This game will keep you up at night. No download needed 

Black Horse Is Refunding - Lookup Your Name 
UK Drivers Are Getting Refunded For Mis-Sold Car Finance 

SCANANDCLAIM I Sponsored Get Quote 

"It Runs While I Sleep" — The Al Side Hustle Sweeping United Kingdom 
Discover a new Al-powered trick that makes earning money online easier than ever—now available to everyone. 

Read Now 

Plastic Surgeon Reveals The 1 Thing Every Woman Should Be Using 

Instead Of Moisturiser 

NEW SKIN DISCOVERY I Sponsored 

New Al Trading Bot for Beginners Turns $1K into $50K in Just 30 Days. 

MONEY FAC 1 polmolcu Read More 

New Small Electric Cars For Seniors (Take A Look at The Prices) 
RANK SEARCHES NOW I ELECTRIC CAR I Sponsored Learn More 

Doctors: This Is What Really Makes You Fat Its Not Calories 
NEWSCASA I Sponsore 

No Will? Your Family Could Lose Thousands in Inheritance! 
Limited-Time £19.99 Offer — Protect Your Loved Ones Before It's Too Late! 

LEGACY WILLS & ESTATE PLANNING I Sponsored 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/uk-lockdown-boris-johnson-dominic-raab-downing-street-latest-a9507981.html 7/10 

INQ000548021_0007 



09/06/2025, 12:34 Dominic Raab wrong to claim individuals can meet two people from another household at same time, government admits I Th... 

Think You Overpaid for Your Car? You Might Have 
Drivers who used lenders like Santander or Black Horse could claim up to £1,000s. See if you qualify now.

I"11a:g . Ig: 1 SO _ Learn More 

Doctor: This 10-Second Morning Ritual Helps Drain Swollen Legs (See 

How) 
Don't Ignore These 7 Signs Of Trapped Fluid In Your Body 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/uk-lockdown-boris-johnson-dominic-raab-downing-street-latest-a9507981.html 8/1 U 

IN0000548021_0008 



09/06/2025, 12:34 Dominic Raab wrong to claim individuals can meet two people from another household at same time, government admits I Th.. . 

OUR PRODUCTS 

Subscribe 

Register 

Newsletters 
GET IN TOUCH 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/uk-lockdown-boris-johnson-dominic-raab-downing-street-latest-a9507981.html 9/10 

INQ000548021_0009 



09/06/2025, 12:34 Dominic Raab wrong to claim individuals can meet two people from another household at same time, government admits I Th.. . 

0 Q Today's Edition 

Install our app 

Archive 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

International editions 

Independent en Espanol 

Independent Arabia 

Independent Turkish 

Independent Persian 

Independent Urdu 

The Standard 

LEGAL 

Code of conduct and complaints 

Contributors 

Cookie policy 

Donations Terms & Conditions 

Privacy policy 

Privacy settings 

User policies 

Modern Slavery Statement 

EXTRAS 

Puzzles 

All topics 

Betting Offers 

Voucher codes 

Competitions and offers 

Independent Advertising 

Independent Ignite 

Syndication 

Working at The Independent 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/uk-lockdown-boris-johnson-dominic-raab-downing-street-latest-a9507981.html 10/10 

INQ000548021_0010 


