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Department
of Health & 39 Victoria Street
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London
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Speaker's Office
House of Lords
London
SW1A OPW
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London
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cc. Joint Committee on Statutory Instruments
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31 May 2020

Dear Lord Fowler and Sir Lindsay,

| am writing to you to advise you of amendments which are being made to the Health
Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020 ('the Regulations'),
using the emergency procedure laid out in section 45R of the Public Health (Control of
Disease) Act 1984. As required under section 4(1) of the Statutory Instruments Act 1946,
this letter explains why these amendments to the Regulations came into force before they
were laid.

The Regulations came into force under the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 on
26 March 2020, and introduced restrictions on people's movements and gatherings, and
the closure of certain retail and public premises, in the interest of public health in light of
the coronavirus pandemic. The Regulations, and subsequent amendments made to the
Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Amendment) Regulations 2020,
were made using the emergency procedure.

As you are aware the Regulations include a requirement for a review at least every 21
days. The first two reviews took place on 16 April and 7 May. A number of technical and
clarificatory amendments were made to the Regulations on 22 April, and further
clarifications and some relaxations to restrictions were made on 13 May. The third review
was completed on 28 May, where the government committed to several changes to the
Regulations which will come into effect on 1 June.

At 11:20 on 31 May the Department of Health and Social Care made the Health Protection
(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (Amendment No. 3) Regulations 2020. These
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Regulations came into force after midnight on 1 June and were laid before Parliament on 1

June under the made affirmative procedure.

These changes are being made under the emergency procedure, approved by Parliament,
because it is necessary for government to respond quickly to the reduced rate of
transmission and our assessment of the current situation. Where the restrictions and
requirements currently imposed by law place such a significant burden on individuals, it is
incumbent on government to act swiftly to adjust them where it is safe and possible to do
so. Indeed, | am required to terminate restrictions or requirements set out in these
Regulations once | consider that any of them are no longer necessary to prevent, protect
against, control or provide a public health response to the incidence or spread of infection
in England with the coronavirus.

| decided on 28 May that certain restrictions within the Regulations would no longer
currently be required if they were replaced with suitable alternatives to continue to control
the spread of the disease. These alternatives have been prepared urgently. In order to
provide urgent clarity and certainty to the public and businesses of the changes being
made and what activity is and is not allowed, and to ease restrictions as soon as it is safe
to do so, | have decided that it is necessary for these Regulations to come into force on 1

June and to then be laid before Parliament forthwith.

Under section 45R of the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984, the relevant
instrument may be made without a draft having been laid and approved by Parliament if it
contains a declaration that the person making it is of the opinion that, by reason of
urgency, it is necessary to make it without a draft being so laid and approved.

| have included such a declaration in these amending regulations.

| also wanted to make you aware that we are extending the maximum review period for
these Regulations from 21 days to 28 days to ensure that we can fully take into account
the impact of any previous relaxations of the measures before making any more decisions.
The Government will only make changes when we are confident that we can do safely and
a longer maximum review period will support this. We will continue to account to
Parliament on an ongoing basis.

| hope you understand why we proceeded in this way, and stand ready, as ever, to answer
any questions you may have.

Yours ever

Personal Data

MATT HANCOCK
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