Covid-19 Bill : COBR Decisions Required

On 2 March, COBR agreed that work should proceed on an emergency Bill to support the COVID-19 response.

The Bill is a four nations Bill, led by DHSC, with input from departments. The current intention is that it reaches
Royal Assent by 31 March, to allow provisions to be in place prior to the peak of the outbreak. The purpose of
the Bill is to provide powers for use only if needed, judged on the basis of the clinical and scientific advice.

Timeline:
» Finalisation of clauses at COBR (M) 11 March
» Introduction to the House w/c 16 March
* Royal Assent 31 March

Ministers are asked to agree:
e The policy content of the Covid-19 Bill.
e To the progression of the Covid-19 Bill to PBL and Parliament through the usual channels.

DHSC Bill Team OFFICIAL Page 3

SENSITIVE

INQ000056180_0003



