
OFFICIAL - SENSITIVE - CABINET
Cabinet will wish to note that these minutes, except those items in italics, will be published

in week commencing 19" October 2020

Item 1: Three week review of Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions)
Regulations - Update from the CMO

The focus of the Cabinet meeting was the latest 21 day review of the Health
Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) Regulations and other lockdown measures.
In accordance with the Regulations, the imposition or continuation of a
requirement or restriction had to satisfy three conditions.

1.1

1.2 The Regulations were for the purpose of preventing, protecting against, controlling
or providing a public health response to the incidence, spread of infection or
contamination. There must be a threat to public health and the restrictions had to
be proportionate in what they were intending to achieve.

1.3. The First Minister invited the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to provide an update on
virus transmission rates and his views on the available headroom. The CMO was
concerned about the alarming increase in cases in Wales and across the UK.

1.4 Over the past four days the rate of infection in Wales had tripled to 150 cases, the
largest number of daily infections since May. Caerphilly County had accounted for
almost a third of the increase, which had led to the imposition of local lockdown
measures. House parties and private indoor gatherings appeared to be the source
of the increase in infection rates in the County, rather than controlled
environments, such as public houses.

1.5 Generally across Wales, transmission amongst households, not just in homes,
accounted for over 25% of the new cases. Travellers returning from abroad and
increased cases in the workplace, such as food processing plants and call centres
accounted for the rest.

1.6 The increase was not dissimilar to the rest of the UK and the conditions in
Caerphilly County reflected what was happening in Bolton, where there were high
levels of deprivation and large extended households.

1.7 Most of the increases in infections were amongst younger age groups, who were
less likely to require hospital interventions, but the concern was how soon this
would spread to older and more vulnerable groups and result in increased
pressure on the NHS.

1.8 The situation was a lot different to the conditions surrounding the last review and
there was a need to be more precautionary with any further lifting of restrictions.
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Item 2: Three week review of Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions)
Regulations - review of lockdown restrictions

2.1 Cabinet agreed that, given the emerging situation and the CMO's concerns, the
restrictions on households meeting with other households in the home should
remain in force following the current review period. It would be important to
reinforce the messaging around this, particularly light of what was happening in
Caerphilly County.

2.2 Ministers recognised that the meaning of 'a gathering' had appeared to become
more confusing for certain people since the restrictions had been eased. It was
always the Government's intention that this meant any form of interaction where
people, including strangers, did things together. However, the reopening of
cinemas had caused some ambiguity.

2.3 The intention in prohibiting most gatherings was to address the health risk arising
from social interactions and the danger of social distancing not being maintained
when people who knew each other were in the same place undertaking the same
activity. However, people who happened to be in the same place and doing the
same thing were captured by the broad interpretation, which was impractical given
that people visiting a public house or shopping were not considered to be 'a
gathering'.

2.4 Therefore, Cabinet agreed that from 12' September 'a gathering' should be more
narrowly defined, which would capture only social interaction with people from
other households. A new definition would be introduced and there would be
restrictions on 'events', such as organised activities. This would clarify that the
intention was to prevent such activities or 'events' until restrictions were relaxed.
This could be linked to the number of people involved, irrespective of whether
people were doing things together. These changes would be technical with the
aim of simplifying and reflecting the current position.

2.5 Given recent events, Ministers agreed that Local Authorities should be provided
with new powers to close premises on public health grounds. This would support
interventions as outbreaks occurred and enable Authorities to take action to close
off land or individual local businesses to stop gatherings or events. This would be
a 'stand-alone' power, which would be different to Premises Improvement Notices
and Premises Closure Notices.

2.6 Welsh Ministers would need to be notified when these new powers were used and
the Government would also retain concurrent powers, should Authorities fail to act.

2.f Interms of relaxing the remaining restrictions, there were no plans to make any
changes on Friday of that week as there was no headroom given the reopening of
schools and the developing issues in Caerphilly County.
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