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PAPER FROM THE COVID-19 TASKFORCE
INTRODUCTION

1. Cases of coronavirus continue to increase rapidly across the country. On 19
October, 23,111 cases were reported in England & Wales, a 36% increase on
the same day the previous week. Hospital admissions and deaths are also
increasing rapidly. On 19 October there were 921 new coronavirus hospital
admissions in England and Wales, a 23% increase from the same day a week
before. 151 deaths were recorded in England & Wales on 19 October, a 51%
increase from the week before.

2. Warrington was moved into Local Covid Alert Level (LCAL) 3 at 00.01
Tuesday, with a similar package 1o the rest of the North East. A package for
all eight Nottinghamshire districts was agreed on Wednesday morning. This
package goes further than any other LCAL 3 measures agreed to date.
Additional measures include a ban on sales of alcohol after 9pm where it is
purchased to consume off premises (for example in shops), and the closure of
most indoor entertainment and tourism venues. Measures will take effect from
00:01 Friday 30 October.

3. By the end of the week, there will be 20.0m people living in a LCAL 2 area
and 11.2m in a LCAL 3 area and (38% and 21% of the English population
respectively - 59% in total).

LOCAL COVID ALERT LEVEL 3 - VERY HIGH

4. Gold notes that Ministerial engagement is ongoing with West Yorkshire and
confirms that Ministerial discussions should be urgently pursued with Tees
Valley 5 (Teesside) to move to LCAL Very High as soon as possible. Gold
recommends cross-government senior official engagement begins with North
East 7 (Tyneside), West Midlands, Staffordshire, Leicester and
Leicestershire about a similar move next week if the epidemiological picture
doesn’t improve. The latest position is at Annex A.
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