8. However, we should not see this work as a “stop/go” precondition for
continuing to role out our phased plan.

9. Other European countries, such as France, Italy, Ireland and Spain, are already
relaxing measures more substantially than us, despite not having fully
developed test and trace systems in place. We have a higher daily testing
capacity per capita now than France, ltaly and Spain when they first started
easing restrictions, and continue to increase our capacity above that of other
countries. We've performed more daily tests per capita this week than
Germany did in their first week of easing measures. We’ve already hired over
17,000 contact tracers, whereas Spain, for instance, only has around 500
trained tracers. France’s app won't be ready before the start of June, and their
manual tracing system will require 25,000 testers and tracers, yet they have
already reopened shops and some schools,

10.1 also have concerns about unintended consequences of the current plans for
track and trace. The scheme must be designed to minimise unnecessary
isolation of people who do not have the virus. To enable that we should be
working towards a scheme where tests are delivered rapidly, 24 hours or less,
and where anyone who is isolated is tested and then released from isolation if
that test is negative. The best systems in the world deliver tests in hours.
South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore, operate systems where
people are released following completion of at least one negative test.

11.0n DHSC current policy proposal, which would not test asymptomatic
individuals, there could be up to 7.5 million workers impacted at any one time.
To put that in context: the current furlough scheme is covering 8 million jobs.
A policy that has anything like those numbers isolating at any given point is
not sensible - we cannot run an economy like that.

12.Such a situation is also not credible with the public. In practice anyone can
now order a test online. If we are telling people that they may have the virus
many will clearly order a test whether or not they have symptoms. We cannot
be a situation where we are asking people to isolate for 14 days, despite
having received a negative test result and having no symptoms. That will
undermine confidence in our testing.

Prioritising the next phase of opening

13.0ur priority for the next phase should be the re-opening of non-essential
retail. Reopening these businesses will be a crucial first step towards the
economic recovery: the sector is worth £46.6 billion pa and it employs 1.3
million people
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