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1. INTRODUCTION
1. The Government's aim throughout the COVID-19 pandemic has been to protect the

lives and livelihoods of citizens across the United Kingdom (UK). This document
sets out how the Government has and will continue to protect and support citizens
by: enabling society and the economy to open up more quickly than many
comparable countries; using vaccines; and supporting the National Health Service
(NHS) and social care sector. It also sets out how England will move into a new
phase of managing COVID-19. The Devolved Administrations will each set out how
they will manage this transition in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

2. The global pandemic is not yet over and the Government's Scientific Advisory
Group for Emergencies (SAGE) is clear there is considerable uncertainty about the
path that the pandemic will now take in the UK.' This document therefore also sets
out how the Government will ensure resilience, maintaining contingency capabilities
to deal with a range of possible scenarios.

COVID-19 response: Roadmap to the present day
3. Vaccines have enabled the gradual and safe removal of restrictions on everyday life

over the past year, and will remain at the heart of the Government's approach to
living with the virus in the future. The Government and the NHS, with the help of
volunteers, has delivered one of the largest vaccination programmes in history.

'SAGE 105, SAGE meeting on COVID-19, 10 February 2022.
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Figure 1: Vaccines: UK Cumulative vaccinations?"
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Since 14 September 2021, 46,619,933 vaccine doses have been administered

4. The speed of the vaccine rollout put the UK in a strong position. The UK was the
first country in the world to authorise and deploy the Pfizer and Oxford /

AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccines.* The UK was the first major European economy
and first G20 member to vaccinate 50% of its population with at least one dose,*

and to provide boosters to 50% of the population.* Moreover, on JCVI advice, the
UK prioritised those at highest risk from COVID-19 for vaccination early in the
roll-out. Although other countries now exceed the UK's proportion of the total
population vaccinated, the speed and highly targeted nature of the vaccination
programme had a direct impact on the Government's ability to open up the
economy and ease social restrictions sooner than other comparator countries,
without placing the NHS under unsustainable pressure.

5. Asa result of the vaccine rollout, the Government was able to ease restrictions in

England through the first half of 2021 - following the plan set out in the Roadmap in
the Government's 'COVID-19 Response: Spring 2021' publication.® The nationwide

? UKHSA, Vaccination in the UK, 18 February 2022.
3 DHSC, UK COVID-19 vaccines delivery plan, 11 January 2021.
4 Our World in Data, Share of people who received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine, 16 February
2022.
5 Our World in Data, COVID-19 vaccine boosters administered per 100 people, 16 February 2022.
® Cabinet Office, COVID-19 Response - Spring 2021 (Roadmap), 22 February 2021.
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