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Subject RE WN Co V Daily Briefing 25 January update on how the disease Is transmitted

All,

In relation to whether the virus can be transmitted only by people with symptoms, | have received the
following advice from Dr Jim McMenamin, HPS and will raise this with DHSC tomorrow

v2 just spoke with Professor Nick Phin who tn turn had sought a view from PHE Clinical Lead Dr Jake Dunning
We know very little about this virus currently, but 1t 1s likely that person to person transmission, when it does
occur, mostly involves transmission of virus from people with symptoms

This 1s supported by the following

1 The routes of transmission for WN-CoV are not clear yet, because this 1s such a new disease,
2 Until scientific data emerge, from what we know of other respiratory infections, particularly acute
infections caused by other coronaviruses, 1t 1s reasonable to assume that exposure to large respiratory droplets
(such as those produced by coughing) will be the main way in which infections spread between people Other
routes of transmission are likely to occur, such as touching a contaminated surface and then subconsciously
touching one's eyes or lips, but based on knowledge of SARS and MERS, we think this 1s a lesser route of
transmission
3 Accepting this assumption, and according to basic principles, it follows that infected people with
symptoms (e g someone who 1s coughing) are much more likely to spread virus around that someone who 1s

infected but free of symptoms
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