
COVID-19 INTERIM PROTOCOL FOR TESTING FOR COVID 19 

Additionally, in advance (48 hours) of hospital discharge to a care home the patient 
must be tested for COVID-19. This new testing requirement must not hold up a 
timely discharge. The information from the test results, with any supporting care 
information, must be communicated and transferred to the relevant care home. Some 
care providers will be able to accommodate individuals with a confirmed COVID-19 
positive through effective isolation strategies or cohorting policies. If appropriate 
isolation or cohorted care is not available with a local care provider, the local HSC 
Trust will provide alternative appropriate accommodation and care for the remainder 
of the required isolation period. This alternative accommodation should also be used 
in the exceptional cases of test results not being available at the point of discharge. 

Group 6 (NEW) Cancer Patients. 
• New planned admissions for cancer surgery from the 20th April should be 

tested 48 hours before surgery. 
• Systemic Antic Cancer Therapy (SACT) patients who are symptomatic 
• On recommendation of the Multidisciplinary team before starting treatment 
• Patients with acute leukaemia for chemotherapy to be tested 48 hours before 

treatment 
• Haematology patients requiring admission to be tested 48 hours before 

admission if recommended by clinical team 
• Symptomatic acute oncology and haematology patients 
• Bone marrow transplant recipients to be tested 72 hours before conditioning 

4. How to manage results 

The significance of the actual result has to be considered on a case-by-case basis for 
HCWs given the uncertainty of negative predictive value and the how this will change 
depending on the level of circulating Sars-CoV-2 in the community, the stage of 
disease and the exposure of the HCW. 

COVID-19: management of exposed healthcare workers and patients in hospital 
settings 

In HSC Trusts staff should liaise with Occupational Health when self isolating and 
when agreeing a return to work date. 

It is important to support care home staff and domiciliary workers during the 
pandemic who may not have access to an occupational health service. Staff 
working in care homes should be able to contact their local Trust for advice on 
the significance of the test results. 

Staff who test negative for SARS-CoV-2 can return to work if they are medically fit to 
do so following discussion with their line manager and appropriate local risk 
assessment. If they become unwell again, they should self-isolate and may need to 
be tested again. 

Staff who test positive for SARS-CoV-2 and symptomatic staff who have not had a test 
can return to work if: 
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