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RESTRICTED HANDLING SCN(21)3rd Conclusions

SCOTTISH CABINET

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN ST ANDREW’S HOUSE, EDINBURGH
AT 9.30 AM ON TUESDAY, 1 JUNE 2021

Present: Rt Hon Nicola Sturgeon MSP  First Minister
John Swinney MSP Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid
Recovery
Keith Brown MSP Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans
Kate Forbes MSP Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Economy
Mairi Gougeon MSP Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands
Michael Matheson MSP Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport
Shona Robison MSP Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing and Local
Government
Shirley-Anne Somerville MSP  Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills
Humza Yousaf MSP Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care
In Leslie Evans Permanent Secretary
Attendance:
George Adam MSP. Minister for Parliamentary Business
Jenny Gilruth MSP Minister for Culture, Europe and International Development
Dr Gregor Smith Chief Medical Officer
Ken Thomson DG Constitution and External Affairs (*)
Penelope Cooper Director, Covid Co-ordination (*)
Dominic. Munro Director, Exit Strategy (*)
David Rogers Director, Constitution and Cabinet
Shirley Rogers Director, Organisational Readiness (*)
John Somers First Minister’'s Principal Private Secretary
James Hynd Head of Cabinet Secretariat
Alan Johnston Deputy Director, Government Relations (*)
Michelle Rennie Permanent Secretary’s Principal Private Secretary (*)
Elise Black Finance Programme Management Division (*)
Colin McAllister Special Adviser
Callum McCaig Special Adviser (*)
Stuart Nicolson Special Adviser (*)
p-Lhris Mackia......, First Minister’s Official Spokesperson (*)
NR PS/First Minister (*)
‘ Julie_ Grant Assistant Head of News (*)
NR FM Covid Briefing Unit (*)
Sinéad Power First Minister’'s Policy and Delivery Unit (*)
Cabinet Secretariat
NR Cabinet Secretariat (*)

Cabinet Secretariat (*)

* by tele-conference
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16. However, a ‘one size fits all’ approach to the next review of protection levels
due by 7 June was unlikely to be effective or credible at a time when there was very
low incidence in a number of mainland areas which met all the Level 1 criteria, and
when there were virtually no cases in the island areas currently in Level 1 (which
were due to move down to Level 0). It would also be vital to ensure continued
confidence in the levels-based system (and willingness to comply with remaining
restrictions such as physical distancing) at a time when public opinion had been led
to expect a gradual fall in Levels.

17. In areas where the criteria were met for continuing to progress downward
through the levels, it would therefore be difficult to justify not proceeding with these
planned moves. In addition, the differences between the measures in place in
Levels 2 and 1 would also be much less apparent, for most people, than between
Levels 3 and 2 (although particular sectors — such as children’s soft play areas —
would be affected by a failure to move some areas to Level 1).

18. However, there were a number of mainland areas where the criteria for
moving to Level 1 were demonstrably not yet met, and it would seem advisable for
such areas to remain at Level 2 for the time being (or in the case of Glasgow City, to
move to Level 2) — at least until the effects of the vaccination programme had begun
to mitigate the increased case rates associated with the Delta variant. These areas
were: City of Edinburgh, Clackmannanshire, Dundee City, East Dunbartonshire,
East, North and South Ayrshire, East Renfrewshire, Glasgow City, Midlothian, North
and South Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire and Stirling.

19. There were, however, a number of areas where a move from Level 2 to
Level 1 would appear reasonable: Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Argyll and
Bute, Dumfries and Galloway, East Lothian, Highland, Inverclyde, Moray, Perth and
Kinross, Scottish Borders, West Dunbartonshire. In addition, Falkirk, Fife and West
Lothian might be considered as part of this group, although they appeared more
marginal (partly because they were all areas whose geography led to a significant
amount of through traffic).

20.  The First Minister, Mr Swinney and Mr Yousaf would determine the final list of
local authorities to be included in each category. In general, however, it seemed
both sensible and credible to adopt a differential approach along the lines set out
above until the full effects of the Delta variant became clear, and for the First Minister
to explain this reasoning to MSPs and the public in her planned statement to the
Parliament that afternoon.

21.  Indiscussion the following points were made:

(@)  The approach proposed appeared to be prudent and credible. It would
be important to lay due emphasis, in presenting the proposed changes to
Levels, on the changes that had taken place since the early months of 2021 in
how individual cases and wider outbreaks were managed. Prior to the arrival
of mass vaccination, the only alternative had been the ‘lockdown’ restrictions
seen throughout the winter months in most parts of the country (and only now
coming to an end in Glasgow City — the last area at Level 3);
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