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limit to the financial assistance the Scottish Government could offer to businesses
without additional support or consequential funding from the UK Government.

23. In discussion the following points were made:

(@)  To build on current momentum, the new Regulations proposed in the
paper should come into force on Friday, 17 December;

(b)  Speeding up the administration of the booster programme was the top
priority and the Scottish Government and the health boards would need to
focus relentlessly on this, reviewing progress on a daily basis over the coming
weeks;

(c) With one health board in Scotland already on the highest level of
escalation and a further three boards on the cusp of moving to this level, the
pressure on Scotland’s health service could be very significant indeed. The
Scottish Government would do everything it could to ensure capacity at
hospitals was freed up by making appropriate arrangements to discharge
those patients who did not need to be in hospital, including through the use
emergency powers if required;

(d)  The decision to close Edinburgh’s largest vaccination centre at the
Royal Highland Centre for a week to allow a house and techno music rave at
the venue's Lowland Hall on Saturday, 18 December was completely
unacceptable given the current crisis. Ministers should make every effort to
ensure that this decision was reversed, if necessary by compensating the
venue for cancelling the music event;

(e) The measures outlined in the paper would were in themselves unlikely
to go far enough to bring Omicron’s R rate down to a manageable level. It
was likely that there would be a need go further in introducing protective
measures aimed at mitigating the risk to public health posed by the Omicron
variant but, at this stage, this option this was not available given the Scottish
Government’s lack of financial powers. If the Scottish Government was to
shut down large parts of the economy it must also be able to compensate
businesses and employees for the economic losses they would suffer as a
result. It also needed to take steps to limit the wider health and socio-
economic harms caused by restrictions. Financial support from the UK
Government would be required to allow the Scottish Government to go
significantly further than what was currently proposed.

(f Rapid work was under way across portfolios to see what resources
could be freed up for the response to the Omicron variant. It was possible
that reprioritisation within the Health and Social Care budget could deliver an
additional £100 million beyond the figure already identified in the paper;

(9) Such a sum would not be sufficient to compensate the hospitality
sector for introducing more stringent restrictions but an urgent analysis should
be undertaken to consider how such money could be used to address the
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