
Ministerial interviews 10 July 2020 

BBC Radio 5 Live 07.42 First Minister 
Interviewer Nicky Campbell 

NC More lockdown changes are expected to be announced today for Wales, 
especially in the hospitality industry. Why aren't campsites open today? 

FM Campsites will be open form 25 July provided we make a success of reopening 
self-contained on Monday. Campsites have shared facilities so we need to make 
sure they have systems in place. People can now come to visit Wales safely. The 
virus hasn't gone away. 

NC Wales has been doing things more slowly, often behind other parts of the UK. 
Have these moves have been too political and not informed by science? 

FM It is very important to reopen the economy provided we can do it safely. 
Customers won't come back if they don't think it is safe to do so. We are not behind 
the rest of the UK in all the measures we've taken. We have announced reopening of 
schools before other parts of UK But we are doing things step by step, following the 
science to make sure it can be done as safely as possible. We have seen cases flare 
up again in other parts of the world. We've all got an obligation to keep our eye on 
the risks and when we have headroom to start reopening but do it safely and 
continue to monitor the situation. 

NC The Welsh Conservatives accused you have dragging your feet, have you got 
the balance right? 

FM It is a balance between public health and reopening the economy. We are 
confident that we are doing it in a way that carries the Welsh public with us. People 
are anxious about visitors coming back. Hospitality and beauty business are 
reopening. 

NC You can cut someone's hair but you can't have a head massage, why is that? 

FM The advice we have is that certain procedures have different risks. We have to 
do things in a way that demonstrated we can do them safely before we consider 
restarting other procedures. 

NC When will property viewings be able to take place and when will you make a 
Land Transaction Tax in Wales? 

FM Viewing properties will be possible form 27 July On stamp duty I don't believe 
people are pulling out of deals because of the announcement made this week, but 
we will be considering our options in Wales and will make a decision shortly. We 
already have a much more generous system in Wales than England. 

BBC Radio Wales 08.05 First Minister 
Interviewer Oliver Hides 
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OH What are we going to get today? 

FM The virus has not gone away but key indicators continue to go in the right 
direction. That creates headroom for us to ease the lockdown and restore freedoms. 
From Saturday self-contained accommodation can re-open. From Monday outdoor 
tourism attractions, pubs and restaurants outdoors can re-open. Next Monday 
hairdressers will be able to re-open. Following that outdoor playground and 
campsites will be able to re-open as well as cinemas, museums, galleries, beauty 
parlours and tattooists. 

OH When will indoor hospitality facilities be able to re-open? 

FM Hospitality industry will be able to re-open outdoors from Monday. Customers 
won't return unless they know it is safe. The weather. I will say more later about what 
can follow after and I want to give them an indication of how they can reopen more 
safely. But I want to reiterate that this is not all over. We've seen outbreaks in parts 
of Wales and that could very easily happen again. We all have to go on doing the 
things we have to do to make sure we stay safe. 

OH Business say they still aren't clear about how they can open re-safely. Even 
business that open on Monday. 

FM There is a wealth of information out there already for all those settings and they 
have some responsibility themselves to consult that. The hairdressing council, for 
example, has published guidelines and we have worked hard with the hospitality 
industry on guidance. There is a huge information out there already. 

OH But not on the Welsh Government website? 

FM There will be more information on there today . We have produced more than 
280 sets of guidance in Wales so far and we will be providing more information for 
the other sectors. It is simply not the case to say people are just waiting for the 
Welsh Government website to publish guidance. There is already plenty of advice 
and guidance available. Non-essential retailers took the time they had to make sure 
they were safe in time for reopening and I'm sure many other hospitality businesses 
will be doing the same now. 

OH Why have pubs reopened but not healthier pursuits like gyms? 

FM We are going to use the next three weeks to talk with those sectors about safe 
reopening. Worldwide, indoor gyms have emerged as one of the settings where the 
virus thrives, so we need use this time to put in place measures to make sure they 
are safe. Outdoor gyms can reopen but indoor gyms are a different matter, we have 
to make sure measures are in place to make them safe. 

OH The impression we had initially was that children maybe carrying the virus, but 
that seems to be more relaxed now. What is the latest science we have on that. 

FM Our understanding how the virus works is changing all the time and as the Chief 
Medical Officer has told me often in surprising ways. There is very recent science 
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that demonstrates that younger children are much less likely to catch the virus from 
other children, and less likely to spread it to others. Younger children, but not all, are 
not having an adverse reaction to the virus. This will impact how schools can 
organise and how families interact. 

FM Extended households can interact now, but it is still important to be careful and 
sensible. Marinating a social distance is still the best defence from spreading the 
virus. 

OH What about reopening places of worship? 

FM Places of worship will be able to open for limited services where it can be 
demonstrated that they are safe 

OH And house viewings? 

FM Reopening from 27 July for houses that are occupied, you can already view 
empty houses. 

OH What about a decision on Land Transaction Tax? 
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EM We now have the capacity to do 15,000 tests today so we have the capacity to 
deal with an increase in spread of the virus and to trace any new outbreaks. We 
have to keep our eye on the ball but we have the ability to react if there is a 
resurgence in the number of cases. 
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GG So is the science different in England to Wales? 
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