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Lifting of Scottish coronavirus
lockdown 'likely to be phased'
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| The first minister says careful balances will need to struck for some work and schools to reopen

The lifting of the coronavirus lockdown is likely to be phased in Scotland -
with some measures remaining in place into next year, "or beyond".
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First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said gatherings in pubs and at public events
were likely to be banned or restricted for some time to come.

And she said all pupils might not be able to attend school at the same time
because of social distancing rules.

But Ms Sturgeon said Scotland was not yet able to begin to ease its lockdown.

And she warned that the country will have to "adapt to a new reality” in the
future - and that lockdown could have to be reinstated "with very little notice"
if the transmission of the virus could not be controlled.

She was speaking as the Scottish government published a new document
outlining the basis of an exit strategy from the UK-wide lockdown that has
been in place since 23 March.

s Coronavirus latest - WHO concern over care home deaths

e Covid-19 in Scotland - Restrictions for ‘rest of year'

¢ What is Scotland's strategy for easing lockdown?

The paper did not set any dates for when the restrictions could begin to be
lifted, and that even when it does start to be relaxed "strong measures to
sustain low levels of transmission will be required until either a vaccine or cure
is developed.”

And it said Scotland will not be able to "immediately return to how things
were", and would instead target a "managed transition away from current
restrictions” while still suppressing the virus.

UK budget deficit to be 'colossal'

It said: "We will need people in Scotland to continue to live their lives in ways
that minimise the spread of the virus.

"So even as we lift some of the more restrictive measures, better hand hygiene
and appropriate physical distancing will need to remain in place at home, on
the streets and in the workplace."

Countries worldwide have been taking measures to tackle the novel virus
which first emerged in the Chinese city of Wuhan in late 2019. There are now
more than 2.6 million confirmed cases of coronavirus in 185 countries and at
least 184,000 people have died.

The latest pandemic developments include;

¢ deep concerns voiced by the World Health Organization that half of
Europe’'s Covid-19 deaths have occurred in care homes.
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e more than 15% of the workforce in the US make unemployment claims
after losing their jobs

¢ German Chancellor Angela Merkel says her government is ready to make
"significantly higher" contributions to the EU budget

* a contact tracing pilot scheme will begin next week in Northern Ireland

e Wales reports a further 17 deaths, taking the total to 641

¢ and the director of the Institute for Fiscal Studies says the UK's budget
deficit is set to see "an absolutely colossal increase to a level not seen in
peacetime"

PLEASE DO NOT ENTER ¢ ....w

~___THIS PLAY AREA IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

o -nIEL Ill

‘1&&! - :_;..-‘4' lLI [ETR——

R e "s g

gﬁ‘ luml ";

The eventual lifting of lockdown in Scotland will be phased, with mass
gatherings and the re-opening of pubs not likely until later in the process.

The Scottish government paper said: "We are likely to require that gathering in
groups, for example in pubs or at public events, is banned or restricted for
some time to come."

Ms Sturgeon warned that the lockdown currently remained "absolutely
necessary to suppress the virus, protect our health service and save lives".

She said it "could take some time" but "ultimately we will come through this
challenge”, and the publication of the paper was the start of a process that
would evolve into a detailed plan in the coming weeks.

Ms Sturgeon said any talk of lifting the lockdown “like the flick of a switch" was
"misguided"”, saying: "A return to normal as we knew it is not on the cards in
the near future.”
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She said Scotland would have to find a "new normal", which involved "living
alongside the virus in a form which keeps it under control".

Global coronavirus cases over 2.5 million
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And the first minister said it was impossible to know with certainty what the
long-term impact of decisions would be, meaning a flexible approach will be
needed.

At Wednesday's government briefing, Ms Sturgeon said a further 58 deaths of
people who had tested positive for the virus had been recorded, bringing the
total under that measure to 1,120.

The total number of coronavirus-related deaths in Scotland stands at more
than 1,600 once those who died with suspected cases of the virus are
included, with a third of the deaths happening in care homes.

But Ms Sturgeon said there were "very encouraging" falls in the number of
patients in hospital and intensive care.
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The Scottish government said work is to be carried out to study how "physical
distancing" can be continued in schools, transport, businesses and recreation.

This could involve workplaces and classrooms being redesigned to make social
distancing possible - which could mean that not all pupils are able to attend at
the same time when schools begin to reopen.

Analysis
By Glenn Campbell
Chief political correspondent, BBC Scotland

A return to normality is not within reach. That was Nicola Sturgeon's key
message today - even when lockdown restrictions are being lifted, it will only
happen gradually.

Social distancing is here to stay, perhaps until the end of this year, perhaps
into 2021. We will need to adjust to a "new normal”.

Might that be different in Scotland compared to other parts of the UK? The
first minister certainly reserves the right to take a distinctive approach if that's
what the science suggests would work best.

But Ms Sturgeon has previously told me she would "ideally" like to lift
lockdown in line with other nations of the UK - not least to avoid confusing
the public about what they can and can't do.
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The Scottish government is not convinced the UK as a whole has found the
right approach to international travel.

If restrictions on movement are to be lifted at home, they want the UK
government to consider what restrictions might be required for those arriving
from abroad.

Many countries have already imposed quarantine or closed borders. Expect
Scottish ministers to keep questioning what's being done at the UK border to
stop new Covid-19 cases arriving through our ports.

Testing capacity ‘critical’

Consideration will also be given to having different measures in place for
different geographical areas, sectors of the economy and groups of the
population, although Ms Sturgeon said this may complicate messaging.

The paper said "active surveillance" of cases and work to trace and isolate
people who have symptoms could be a key part of a post-lockdown approach
to containing the virus.

It backs "early and rapid testing to confirm cases" and "tracing of everyone a
confirmed case has been in contact with" - noting that "increasing our testing
capacity is a critical part of this challenge”.

The paper also said the Scottish government will continue to participate in a
"collective decision making process" across the UK, but says "on occasion,
expert advice may point to different approaches reflecting the specific
circumstances in each country”.

More about coronavirus

e A SIMPLE GUIDE: How do | protect myself?

e TESTING: Can | get tested for coronavirus?

e AVOIDING CONTACT: The rules on self-isolation and exercise

More on this story
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What is Scotland's strategy for easing
lockdown?

23 April 2020

Restarting life in Scotland 'will mean
changes'

23 April 2020

Where do I still need to wear a mask?

16 March 2022

What are the social distancing rules?

25 January 2022
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