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NR PS/First Minister (*) 
Cabinet Secretariat (*) 

NR Cabinet Secretariat (*) 
Cabinet Secretariat (*) 

(*) by tele-conference 
Apologies 

1 Apologies were received from Ms Hyslop and Mr Yousaf; they were 
represented, respectively, by Mr Hepburn and Ms Denham. 

Minutes of Meeting held on 8 December 2020 

2. The minutes of the meeting held on 8 December (SC(20)47th Conclusions) 
were approved. 

Parliamentary Business (Paper SC(20)150) 
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COVID-19: Weekly Review of Protection Levels (Paper SC(20)151) 
Briefing paper distributed to Ministers attending Cabinet: 

o SC(20)48th Meeting - COVID-19: Review of Protection Levels - Daily Indicators Update 
as at 14 December 2020 

6. Mr Swinney introduced paper SC(20)151, which invited Cabinet to consider 
the results of the weekly review of COVID-19 protection levels which the First 
Minister was due to announce in a statement to the Parliament that afternoon. 

7. This was the sixth weekly review undertaken since the publication of COVID-
19: Scotland's Strategic Framework on 23 October (SC(20)40th Conclusions refers), 
in line with the decision-making processes and governance arrangements set out in 
section 4 of the Framework: Suppressing the virus. The outcome of the weekly 
review had again been informed by expert advice from the National Incident 
Management Team (NIMT) and from the chief advisers and senior officials in the 
Four Harms Group. 

8. In forming its conclusions, the NIMT had met the previous day to discuss a 
'watch list' report (Daily Indicators Update) prepared by the COVID Modelling and 
Analysis Hub under the authority of the Chief Statistician, to provide information 
about level signals to inform the weekly review. The report showed the position of 
each local authority area in relation to five agreed indicators: daily figures for cases 
per 100,000 and test positivity rates (both updated on 14 December) and the latest 
weekly forecasts (made on 10 December) for cases per 100,000, hospital capacity 
and ICU capacity. Trends in the data had also been identified and taken into 
account, alongside more detailed data and analysis for each area supplied by the 
relevant Directors of Public Health. The final version of the report had been supplied 
to Ministers attending Cabinet to inform their decision-making and would be 
published that afternoon alongside the First Minister's statement to the Parliament. 

9. Mr Swinney noted that the recommendations of the NIMT were set out at 
paragraph 11 of the paper. It had recommended that Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, 
Angus and Falkirk move up to Level 3, while confirming (as the previous week) that 
there was no reason that City of Edinburgh or Midlothian should move down from 
Level 3. While noting concern about the rising number of cases in East Lothian, the 
NIMT had not recommended that it should move up from Level 2. 

10. The NIMT had also raised the question of whether consideration should be 
given to a planned, pre-emptive escalation to Level 4 nationwide on 28 December for 
a period of three weeks, although it had not presented any convincing argument as 
to why this should be a necessary or proportionate measure, especially given the 
current range of regional variation, as well as the fact that any rise in case numbers 
as a result of contacts over Christmas would take some time to manifest itself (during 
which time there would be an opportunity for at least one full review based on 
updated indicators), as discussed further at paragraph 34 of the paper. 

11. As in previous weeks, Cabinet's decisions would also need to take into 
account the conclusions of the Four Harms Group, which had met to consider the 
NIMT's recommendations, as well as the outcome of the extensive Ministerial and 
official engagement with local government that had taken place over recent days (as 
summarised in the paper at Annex B). 
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