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Purpose and Summary of Document: 

This document summarises the pathway to be initiated following a first 
presumptive case of 2019-nCoV in Wales. It identifies the stages of initial 
assessment and diagnostic testing, information flow on receiving a positive result 
and consequent contact tracing. The purpose of this document is to provide 
reassurance to Welsh Government that consideration has been given to each 
stage of the process and the necessary plans and procedures are in place in the 
eventuality of a presumptive case of 2019-nCoV in Wales. 
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and clinician attending the possible case if available. This is an established 

clinical pathway for communicating microbiology results of high 

importance and is well established, as evidenced from the use of these 

communication channels for a negative test result. 

The response to a presumptive POSITIVE result from the virology 

department in Cardiff has been agreed by the Welsh Government SMO 

and CMO and the Incident Director within Public Health Wales and is 

contained in a confidential document that is not available for the wider 

health protection team. A copy is held by the Incident Director in Public 

Health Wales and the Senior Medical Officer within Welsh Government. 

The plan indicates who is contacted and establishes communication 

channels for wider dissemination of the positive result following the first 

case. 

A first confirmed case within Wales is highly likely to require admission to 

a HCID unit and will require wider communication with the public. It is 

expected that an IMT would be called. The algorithm developed for this 

process has been developed by Public Health Wales (Appendix C), 

incorporating the feedback from the desk top exercise, the current case 

algorithm (Appendix A) and the Welsh Government policy protocol for 

dealing with possible/confirmed case of 2019-nCoV (Appendix B). 

Contact tracing following identification of confirmed 2019 n-CoV in Welsh 

resident 

The pathway for contact tracing following a confirmed 2019-nCoV case is 

detailed within the contact algorithm (Appendix A). This identifies the 

necessary steps required by the health protection team to undertake 

contact tracing following a positive case. Consideration has been given to 

the process for recruitment of additional capacity and resources to 

undertake this process and how this would be recorded and stored. 
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