OFFICIAL — SENSITIVE - CABINET
Cabinet will wish to note that these minutes, except those items in italics, will be published
in week commencing 8" February 2021

2.15 Cabinet discussed the proposals for a debate in the Senedd the following day and
noted that it would not be possible to table a LCM on the Bill as Welsh Ministers
had not had the opportunity to consider the full impact of the legislation on Wales.
The tabled motion would signal the Senedd’s regret at not being in a position to
determine consent, given the legislative timetable in Westminster.

item 3: COVID-19 update

3.1 The Minister for Health and Social Services advised Cabinet that even though
there appeared to be some levelling off in the all-Wales transmission rates, they
were still high and there was continued growth in North Wales cases. The new
variant had been identified as a factor in the rapid growth in the number of cases,
which was a real threat to the NHS in Wales and its ability to respond.

3.2  Health boards across Wales were under increasing pressure as more and more
patients were being admitted with COVID-19. The current number of beds
occupied in hospitals across NHS Wales was higher now than at the peak in the
initial wave in April 2020. While there were physical beds available, staff absence
and the nature of the hospital environment meant that usable capacity was limited
and varied on a daily basis.

3.3  Critical care was under the greatest pressure and had seen the number of COVID-
19 patients increase by 24% since 21 December, and was likely to increase over
the next two weeks. There were a total of 210 critical care patients in beds, half of
which were COVID-19 related, which was well in excess of normal capacity for 152
patients. Staffing pressures, including sickness, were reducing the options to
expand and it appeared that mortality rates were making a bigger contribution to
the freeing up of beds. The Ambulance Service was also under a great deal of
pressure.

3.4 Latest Public Health Wales data indicated an all-Wales rate of just under 500 per
100,000, with a greater increase in the North.

3.5 The Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine was expected to be approved by the Medicines

and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency later that week, with the roll-out
across Wales expected the following week.
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