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NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
CORE PARTICIPANT APPLICATION
MODULE 10 - VACCINE IMPACT BEREAVED UK, SCOTVIG AND UK CV FAMILY AND
NAMED INDIVIDUALS

Introduction

1. In my Opening Statement on 21 July 2022, | explained that modules would be

announced and opened in sequence, with those wishing to take a formal role in the
Inquiry invited to apply to become Core Participants for each module. On 17
September 2024, the Inquiry opened Module 10 and invited anyone who wished to be
considered as a Core Participant to that Module to submit an application in writing to

the Solicitor to the Inquiry by 15 October 2024.

2. On 15 October 2024, the Inquiry received an application from Vaccine Impact
Bereaved UK, ScotVIG and UK CV Family and named individuals (‘the Applicant’) for
Core Participant status in Module 10. | made a provisional decision not to designate
the Applicant as a Core Participant in Module 10, thereby declining the application

(‘the Provisional Decline’), on 12 November 2024.

3. The Applicant was provided with an opportunity to renew the application in writing by
4pm on 19 November 2024. The Applicant did not renew the application by the
prescribed deadline. Accordingly, this Notice sets out my final decision on the

application.

4. The Inquiry has published the Provisional Outline of Scope for Module 10, which states

that this Module will examine the impact of Covid-19 on the population of the United
Kingdom with a particular focus on key workers, the most vulnerable, the bereaved,

mental health and wellbeing.

Application



5. Applications for Core Participant status are considered in accordance with Rule 5 of

the Inquiry Rules 2006, which provides:

5.—(1) The chairman may designate a person as a core participant at any time
during the course of the inquiry, provided that person consents to being so
designated.

(2) In deciding whether to designate a person as a core participant, the
chairman must in particular consider whether—

(a) the person played, or may have played, a direct and significant role in
relation to the matters to which the inquiry relates;

(b) the person has a significant interest in an important aspect of the
matters to which the inquiry relates; or

(c) the person may be subject to explicit or significant criticism during the
inquiry proceedings or in the report, or in any interim report.

(3) A person ceases to be a core participant on—
(a) the date specified by the chairman in writing; or
(b) the end of the inquiry.

6. In accordance with the approach set out in my Opening Statement and the Inquiry’s

Core Participant Protocol, | have considered whether the application fulfils the

requirements set out in Rule 5(2) in relation to the issues set out in the Provisional

Outline of Scope for Module 10.

Summary of Application

7. The Applicant represents those who were adversely impacted by the Covid vaccine.
The application states that its members all received at least one dose of one of the UK
licensed Covid-19 vaccines and fall into two categories: fatal cases and significant
injury cases. The application also states that its members do not adopt an
anti-vaccination stance, but simply want to ensure that future vaccines programmes
are developed in possession of the best information possible about the impact of this

particular vaccine programme.

8. The Applicant considers that if designated as a Core Participant it would help the
Chair to understand the impact of Covid-19 on the population of the UK with a



particular focus on the adverse impact that UK licensed Covid-19 vaccines had on key

workers, the most vulnerable, the bereaved, mental health and wellbeing.

On this basis, the Applicant says it has a "significant interest" in an important aspect of
matters to which this Inquiry, and in particular Module 10 of this Inquiry relates (Rule

5(2)(b)).

Decision for the Applicant

10. Module 10 of the Inquiry is focused on the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on society
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with a particular focus on key workers, the most vulnerable, the bereaved and mental
health and wellbeing. It will investigate the impact of the pandemic and the measures

put in place to combat Covid-19.

| have considered the application in full and with great care against the criteria set out
in Rule 5(2) of the Inquiry Rules 2006. Having done so, | have decided, in my

discretion, not to designate the Applicant as a Core Participant in Module 10.

| have considered whether the Applicant has a “significant interest” in an important
aspect of the matters to which the Inquiry relates. In exercising my discretion, | have in
mind the broad scope of Module 10 and that a very large number of organisations and
individuals could be said to be impacted in a way that would give rise to an interest in
this investigation. | recognise that it could be said that the Applicant falls into this

category.

However, while | am bound to consider the factors set out in Rule 5, it is also open to
me to take into account other relevant factors. | am mindful of the need to run this
module effectively and efficiently in light of the number of organisations and
individuals who could be said to have a "significant interest" in the Module. | am not
obliged to designate any particular person or organisation as a Core Participant and |
have carefully considered who would be able to provide most assistance to me in my
investigation of these matters by being so designated. Keeping in mind that Module 10
is focused on the impact of the pandemic itself rather than on those impacted by

receiving a Covid-19 vaccine and that vaccines are being considered in an earlier
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module of the Inquiry, | have decided, in my discretion, not to designate the Applicant

as a Core Participant in Module 10.

While | have not designated the Applicant as a Core Participant in Module 10, the
Inquiry remains committed to engaging with those — such as the Applicant — who will
likely have relevant evidence to contribute. | will instruct the Module 10 team to
consider whether there are different ways in which the Applicant could contribute to

the Module's investigation.

I will keep the scope of Module 10 and the designation of Core Participants under

review.

Rt Hon Baroness Heather Hallett DBE
Chair of the UK Covid-19 Inquiry
04 December 2024



