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Press release

MHRA issues new advice,
concluding a possible link
between COVID-19 Vaccine
AstraZeneca and extremely
rare, unlikely to occur blood
clots

The benefits of vaccination continue to
outweigh any risks but the MHRA
advises careful consideration be given
to people who are at higher risk of
specific types of blood clots because of
their medical condition.
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o Sadly, 19 people have died out of the 79 cases —
13 females and 6 males. 11 out of the 19 people
who died were under the age of 50, 3 of whom
were under 30. 14 of these 19 cases were of
CVST with thrombocytopenia and 5 were of
thrombosis with thrombocytopenia.

e All 79 cases occurred after a first dose of the
vaccine.

This risk, based on reports up to and including 31
March, is slightly higher than the risk calculated
from the reports published up to and including 24
March. However, likelihood of these blood clots
occurring is still extremely rare.

As a precaution, administration of COVID-19
Vaccine AstraZeneca in people of any age who are
at higher risk of blood clots because of their
medical condition should be considered only if
benefits from the protection from COVID-19
infection outweighs potential risks.

Anyone who experienced cerebral or other major
blood clots occurring with low levels of platelets
after their first vaccine dose of COVID-19 Vaccine
AstraZeneca should not have their second dose.
Anyone who did not have these side effects should
come forward for their second dose when invited.

Pregnancy predisposes to thrombosis, therefore
women should discuss with their healthcare
professional whether the benefits of having the
vaccine outweigh the risks for them.

The MHRA recently confirmed that the evidence to
date does not suggest that the COVID-19 Vaccine
AstraZeneca causes venous thromboembolism
without a low platelet count.

It is important to note that this type of blood clot
together with lowered platelets can rarely occur
naturally in unvaccinated people as well as in
people with COVID-19 disease.

While the MHRA continues to investigate these
cases, as a precautionary measure, anyone who
has symptoms four days or more after vaccination
is advised to seek prompt medical advice, such as:
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