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Welcome to our January newsletter, the Inquiry’s first update of
2025.

We begin the year with public hearings for the Inquiry's Module
4 investigation into Vaccines and Therapeutics. Over the next
three weeks, the Inquiry will hear evidence on the development
and use of Covid-19 vaccines and therapeutics across the four
nations. To support the Inquiry’s Module 4 investigation, we
have now published the second Every Story Matters record on
Vaccines and Therapeutics which was submitted into evidence
on the first day of public hearings for Module 4.

Over the course of the year Baroness Hallett will also hear evidence in relation to
procurement, the care sector, test trace and isolate, children and young people and the
economic response to the pandemic.

In addition to this busy hearing schedule, Baroness Hallett is working on the Inquiry’s second
report which she expects to publish in autumn 2025. We share more information about this
in the newsletter.

In February, our team will be visiting Manchester, Bristol and Swansea to hear about
people’s experiences from the pandemic in-person. You can find further details on dates and
specific locations for our events below.

Thank you for your continued interest in the Inquiry and | look forward to seeing some of you
through the course of our hearings or at one of our upcoming events.

Module 4 public hearings

Public hearings for the Inquiry’s Module 4 investigation began on Tuesday 14 January.
Hearings will take place at the Hearing Centre in Dorland House and run until Friday 31
January 2025.

The Inquiry’s Module 4 investigation considers a range of issues relating to the development
of Covid-19 vaccines and the implementation of the vaccine rollout programme across
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The module also examines issues relating
to the treatment of Covid-19 through both existing and new medications, and focuses on
lessons learned and preparedness for future pandemics. Further information about this
investigation can be found on the Module 4 page of our website.


https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/vaccines-and-therapeutics-module-4/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/every-story-matters/records/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/every-story-matters/records/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/vaccines-and-therapeutics-module-4/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/news/update-inquiry-opens-2025-with-module-4-hearings-confirms-dates-for-module-9-economic-response-hearings-and-module-2-report-publication-schedule/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/vaccines-and-therapeutics-module-4/

Module 4 hearings will be held at Dorland House, Paddington, London, W2 6BU (map).
Hearings are open to the public to attend - there are 41 seats available in the public gallery
in the hearing room, in addition to a number of seating options available throughout the
Inquiry’s London hearing centre. Information about how to reserve seats can be found on our
website.

Hearings will be livestreamed on the [nquiry’s YouTube channel, subject to a three minute
delay. All livestreams are available to watch later.

The Module 4 hearings timetable will be published on our website on each Thursday for the
week ahead. Please note timings are provisional and subject to change.

We send out weekly updates via email during our public hearings, summarising key topics
and who appeared as witnesses. You can sign up for these from the newsletter page of the
website if you have not already done so.

Inquiry to publish findings and recommendations on core UK decision making and
political governance

In autumn 2025, the Inquiry expects to publish Baroness Hallett's second report, focused on
core UK decision-making and political governance across England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

The report will bring together the work of four modules which investigated core political and
administrative governance and decision making across the whole of the UK (Modules 2, 2A,
2B and 2C). Hearings for these modules were held in London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and
Belfast from October 2023 - May 2024. The report will analyse the evidence gathered in
respect of all four nations and make recommendations for any future response to a
pandemic.

You can read more about the Inquiry’s work and plans for 2025 in this article.
Upcoming hearing dates

Current and upcoming hearing dates are as follows:

Investigation Public hearing date(s)

Module 4 (Vaccines and Therapeutics) Tuesday 14 January — Friday 31 January
2025
NB: hearings usually run Monday to
Thursday.

Module 5 (Procurement) Monday 3 March - Thursday 27 March 2025

Module 7 (Test, Trace and Isolate) Monday 12 May — Friday 30 May 2025



https://goo.gl/maps/NPiwLVQ6xzKyB3R68
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/public-hearings/#section_4_attending-hearings-in-person
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/public-hearings/#section_4_attending-hearings-in-person
https://www.youtube.com/@UKCovid-19Inquiry
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/module-4-public-hearings-timetable/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/newsletter/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/newsletter/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/core-uk-decision-making-and-political-governance/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/core-uk-decision-making-and-political-governance-scotland-module-2a/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/core-uk-decision-making-and-political-governance-wales-module-2b/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/core-uk-decision-making-and-political-governance-northern-ireland-module-2c/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/news/update-inquiry-opens-2025-with-module-4-hearings-confirms-dates-for-module-9-economic-response-hearings-and-module-2-report-publication-schedule/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/vaccines-and-therapeutics-module-4/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/procurement-module-5/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/test-trace-and-isolate-module-7/

Module 6 (Care sector)

Monday 30 June — Thursday 31 July 2025

Module 8 (Children and young people)

Monday 29 September — Thursday 23
October 2025

Module 9 (Economic response)

Monday 24 November - Thursday 18
December 2025

Module 10 (Impact on society)

Early 2026

Every Story Matters Vaccines record

On Tuesday 14 January, the Inquiry published its second Every Story Matters record on
Vaccines and Therapeutics. The record details the impact of the pandemic on people’s lives
in relation to the Module 4 investigation into Covid-19 vaccines, therapeutics and anti-viral
treatment across the UK. Contributors to this document have shared their story with us
through Every Story Matters, with over 34,500 experiences shared at the time that the record
was produced. It has now been entered into evidence for Module 4, and you will see that
some of the experiences gathered were directly referred to by Lead Counsel to the Inquiry,

at the start of Module 4’s hearings today.

The record explores various themes relating to Covid-19 vaccines such as:

clinically vulnerable contributors.

how people felt informed about the vaccine, its safety and its effects

how people made their vaccination decisions

how people experienced the vaccine rollout

awareness and understanding of eligibility of therapeutics for Covid-19 amongst

‘ I felt pressured to be honest. | didn't get a
letter or a text message. | had a phone call off
of one of my managers, [ think. It was just
pressure. It's not a nice feeling to have — and |
don’'t think you'd find that in many instances
when it's to do with your health in general,
because you make those decisions by

yourself don't you? You don’t normally have
anyone else included.

Frontline worker during the pandemic

(19

When it was confirmed that the vaccine was
available, the first thing I felt was, personally, it
brought me hope, because | was in a hopeless

situation at that time, and that’s why | wanted to
be first on the list. It felt like there was light at
the end of the tunnel, that was very reassuring.

Clinically vulnerable contributor



https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/care-sector-module-6/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/children-and-young-people-module-8/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/economic-response-module-9/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/impact-on-society-module-10/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/every-story-matters/records/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/every-story-matters/records/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/every-story-matters/
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When | got to the centre it was all very well My staff felt very undervalued when they
organised and the volunteers and the staff, were not eligible initially for the vaccine.

the nurses, doctors, they were all so helpful
and cheerful which was really good. There

was no sense of doom really. It was like, ‘ ‘
you're all here for this vaccination and we'll As carers, why weren't we vaccinated at

School teacher during the pandemic

just get on with it. the same time as the people that we're
looking after?
Every Story Matters contributor Carer

Story Covid-19 S Covid-19

Above: quotes from contributors to the Every Story Matters: Vaccines and Therapeutics
record (a frontline worker, a clinically vulnerable contributor, a member of the general public,
a school teacher and a carer).

The Inquiry would like to thank all individuals and organisations who supported us as we
gathered experiences from across the UK.

You can read more about the Every Story Matters: Vaccines and Therapeutics record in_this
news story on our website.

Every Story Matters public events

Every Story Matters remains open for anyone to share their story with the Inquiry to help us
understand the full impact of the pandemic.

Our Every Story Matters public events have seen us visit 25 different towns and cities,
across the four nations of the UK. As we enter now the final phase for our public events, the
team will be making visits to Manchester, Bristol and Swansea this February to hear from
communities about their experiences from the pandemic in-person. More details below:

. Event
Date Location Venue o
Timings
The Rates Hall in Manchester
Town Hall Extension (due to
6th and 7th February _ o 10.30am -
Manchester renovations this will be accessed
2025 . . 5.30pm
via Manchester Central Library) St
Peter's Square, Manchester M2 5PD



https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/news/latest-every-story-matters-record-published-by-inquiry-as-public-hearings-begin-for-vaccines-and-therapeutics-investigation/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/news/latest-every-story-matters-record-published-by-inquiry-as-public-hearings-begin-for-vaccines-and-therapeutics-investigation/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/every-story-matters/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/s6ty8uS1b4uSxHfu7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/s6ty8uS1b4uSxHfu7

11th and 12th Bristol [he Galleries, 25 Union Gallery, 10.30am -
risto
February 2025 Broadmead, Bristol BS1 3XD 5.30pm
14th and 15th LC2, Oystermouth Rd, Maritime
Swansea 11am - 7pm
February 2025 Quarter, Swansea SA1 3ST

You can find more information about our events on our website.

Our public events are open to everyone and do not require prior registration - simply turn up
on the day. If you have any questions regarding our public events, please get in touch by

emailing engagement@covid19.public-inquiry.uk.

For those who do not wish to share their story in person at an event, you can still take part in
Every Story Matters by sharing your experiences through our online form, which will remain
open for submissions.

Covid-19 Day of Reflection

This year will mark the fifth anniversary of the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic and
represents a significant milestone as we continue to remember all those affected.

On Sunday 9th March 2025, communities across the UK will come together in a Day of
Reflection for the Covid-19 pandemic to commemorate those who lost their lives and honour
the work of health and social care staff, frontline workers, researchers and all those who
volunteered and showed acts of kindness during this unprecedented time.

The pandemic impacted us all in different ways, which is why on the day itself and in the
week before, the public will be able to mark the day in ways that feel most appropriate and
fitting to them, both in person and online.

There are lots of ways you can take part in the Day of Reflection, whether it's organising
your own get together, joining in a local event or remembering in your own way at home.

You can find out more information about the Covid-19 Day of Reflection and search for
events taking place near you by visiting the website.

We understand that for many people, thinking or talking about the Covid-19 pandemic can
bring back some difficult and upsetting memories. Emotional support services are available
through the Inquiry’s website and include a list of organisations who can provide further
support on different issues, if needed.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/UK76HAnjtpjLLJye6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/UK76HAnjtpjLLJye6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Svd6fntY6bU7vVcU9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Svd6fntY6bU7vVcU9
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/every-story-matters-events/
mailto:engagement@covid19.public-inquiry.uk
https://dayofreflection.campaign.gov.uk/events/
http://gov.uk/dayofreflection
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/support-whilst-engaging-with-the-inquiry/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/support/
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Above: Image of the National Covid Memorial Wall in London. Photo by Kush Rattan
Photography.





