
Timeline of key changes in UK IPC guidance 
Emphasis added to quotations. N) ., 
Number of Covid-19 inpatients in
the UK at the time is shown as a
background graph for context. See 

CD Q CDoverleaf for sources.

10 Jan 2020 - first Covid-19-specific IPC guidance published by PHE. 
Jan 20  Recommends full airborne HCID precautions for routine care, including 

a negative-pressure room, FFP3 respirators and full body PPE. a 

Mar 022 13 Mar 2020 - UK-wide guidance issued after review by 
NERVTAG on behalf of the UK IPC Cell. Airborne precautions 
only recommended in "hot spots" where AGPs are being 
conducted. Protection for routine care replaced with surgical May 2020 masks. Covid-19 was declassified as an HCID on 19 March. b 

2 Apr 2020 - UK-wide guidance recommended sessional 

Jul. 2020 (prolonged) PPE use. On 17 Apr further guidance was issued on 
reuse and alternative PPE when there are severe shortages. 

r~ yr~ 12 Jun 2020 - Secretary of State for Health announced 
Sep 2 V 20 that all hospital staff, visitors and outpatients in England 

were required to wear face masks "to prevent the spread 
of infection from the wearer". d Replicated across the UK. 

Nov 2020 _ I 

tan 2021 

Mar 2021. I i 
7 May 2021 v2.0 of the Scottish Covid-19 IPC addendum 
is changed to state that based on local risk assessments, 

May 2021 respirators could be used for routine, non-AGP care of 
Covid-19 patients if "an unacceptable risk of transmission 
remains". e PHE (by then known as UKHSA) also adopts 

J U l  2021 this terminology in its updated guidance on 1 June 2021. f 

15 Mar 2022 - UKHSA guidance amended to recommend respirators 

r~ 'when caring for patients with a suspected or confirmed infection 
Sep 2021 spread predominantly by the airborne route (during the infectious 

period). Note that `predominantly' has been added to clarify this". g 

Nov 2021 E 
14 Apr 2022 - NHSE/l published the NIPCM for England, 
replicating pre-pandemic language from the Scottish NIPCM,h 
recommending respirators "when a patient is admitted with a 

J ~ known / suspected infectious agent/disease spread wholly or 
partly by the airborne route and when carrying out AGPs on 
patients with a known / suspected infectious agent spread 
wholly or partly by the airborne or droplet route". Appendix 

Ml a r 2022 11 a still lists Covid-19 as `Droplet/Airborne". i 

19 Apr 2022 - the Scottish Government circulated a new 

May 2022 ministerial decision that IPC managers "do not have a role in the 
N process to allow staff access to an FFP3 mask". An employer-

level risk assessment was no longer required and staff could have 
access to respirators based on their own personal preference. I 

27 May 2022 - UKHSA Covid-19 IPC guidance formally 
withdrawn and replaced with the NIPCM in England. k 
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