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A joint statement from the UK CMOs recommending
that the UK COVID-19 Alert Level move from Level 4 to
Level 5.

Date published: 04 January 2021

"Following advice from the Joint Biosecurity Centre and in the Latest news

light of the most recent data, the four UK Chief Medical Officers - Protect yourself from winter
and NHS England Medical Director recommend that the UK Alert VIFUSES (news/protectyourselfwinterviruses)
Level should move from Level 4 to Level 5. 12 January 2023
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intensive care. Cases are rising almost everywhere, in much of the country
driven by the new more transmissible variant. We are not confident that the
NHS can handle a further sustained rise in cases and without further action
there is a material risk of the NHS in several areas being overwhelmed over
the next 21 days.

“Although the NHS is under immense pressure, significant changes have
been made so people can still receive lifesaving treatment. It is absolutely
critical that people still come forward for emergency care. If you require
non-urgent medical attention, please contact your GP or call NHS111.”
Chief Medical Officer for England, Professor Chris Whitty

Chief Medical Officer for Wales, Dr Frank Atherton

Chief Medical Officer for Scotland, Dr Gregor Smith

Chief Medical Officer for Northern Ireland, Dr Michael McBride

NHS England, National Medical Director Professor Stephen Powis.

Notes to editors:

1. For media enquiries please contact the DoH Press Office
by email pressomce@health'ni.gOV.Uk(maiIto:pressofﬂce@healthﬂi‘gov.uk).

2. Follow us on Twitter @hea'thdm (https://twitter.com/healthdpt).

- Publication of Northern Ireland
Cancer Waiting Times Statistics
Release (July — September 2022)
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3. The Executive Information Service operates an out of hours service for
media enquiries between 1800hrs and 0800hrs Monday to Friday and at
weekends and public holidays. The duty press officer can be contacted
on 028 9037 8110.
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