Department of

q

{ Finance
An Roinn

Airgeadais

E’fx =

MINUTE TEMPLATE

MEETING NOTE

KN REF: INV 1169-2020

TITLE/ORGANISATION: | QUADRILATERAL MEETING WITH DEVOVED
ADMINISTRATIONS — TELEPHONE CALL

DATE AND TIME: 19/5/20 at 3.45pm

VENUE: [ ]PB [ ] Clare House | [ ] OTHER:

LIST OF ATTENDEES: Conor Murphy, Eoin Rooney, Sue Gray, Joanne McBurney,
CST, Welsh and Scottish Finance Ministers and their relevant
officials

[ ] Minister | [ ]SpAd |[] PS

OFFICIALS:

OTHERS:

KEY POINTS DISCUSSED:
Update from colleagues on what tweaks need to be made to CJRS:

Scotland — what contributions would employers be expected to make? Also beyond Oct
will here be further support for this. Will a different approach to sectors emerging from
lockdown?

NI — Tourism — no work beyond summer season — how do they fair? What is the scale of

change after this re employer contributions? NI has set different exit strategy where does

this leave us. If Charities furlough workers and they return voluntarily can they continue to
be furloughed?

Wales — the withdrawal of CJRS should reflect different approaches to exiting lockdown
across the devolved area. There should be no reduction in support to those businesses
that legally can’t open up — support should continue. Welcome announcement that it
should be more flexible re part time working as want to secure as many jobs

Useful to have broader forum on recovery across devolved nations.
CST -
Operational delivery is being looked at.

Part time aspect is being worked through. Scheme is about keeping people linked to their
job, not furloughed if job no longer there. Extension to Oct gives more confidence to
employers.

Budget Management
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Officials producing joint paper. Accelerating certain programmes around family centred
and there will be Barnett’s from that.

Wales - Level of uncertainly as have to take action now to help but uncertain as to what
risks we are taken as don’t know what is coming. Underspending or overspending.
Greater flexibility and higher aggregates and switching capital to resource.

NI — certainty and flexibility are key areas. Doing reprioritisation exercise re what money
already allocated can be redirected for Covid 19.

Certainly re what is coming and flexibility re using capital for resource
Scotland — uncertainty only manageable if we have the right fiscal flexibility.

CST - looking at what mechanisms are needed and how we can reduce level of
uncertainly. Ask for next Quarterly meeting to have substantial discussion on uncertainty
and look at having some outcomes.

Economic Recovery:

Wales — traffic light system — concerned re the funding available to start the recovery.
Don’t have level of funding to create an economic stimulus package. Is there an
opportunity to bring experts together to look at this.

Scotland — main issue is support for unlocking.

NI — using grants rate relief to support businesses. Interested in future interventions and
recovery plan.

CST — UK schemes - Chancellor keen to listen to people / experts to make adjustments.
Future fund construction is about what is operational at speed. If issues on future fund
then can colleagues follow up on that. Sharing data and working together. What are
devolves looking to do differently and Whitehall keen to hear for devolved.

PPE
Treasury allocated considerable funds to procure on 4 nations approach.

Scotland — Budget risk re paying for own. Approx £150million. Best intentions of working 4
nation but where we need to move to it we should move to Barnett to cover

Wales — agree with 4 nations approach but hasn’t worked. Lack of transparency by DHSC
in England and policy diversions across nations as well. Agree moving to Barnett would be
a way to resolve.

NI —in principle we get 4 nations approach and experience with DHSC has been positive
Spent around £150million on PPE to date. We would be happy with Barnett. Separate
conversations taking please. We need money for other issues.

Should be resolving issue and quickly

CST - Get DHSC to get meeting with DoH in devolves to sort out the issue. Needs to be
resolved by health. Could this be picked up with Matt Hancock and come back with a view
from respective Health Ministers.
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Happy as officials to talk together to get it resolved.
CST - Officials with Health Departments
Sue to work with colleagues in Whitehall and the devolved on this.

CST on recovery — keen to have good engagement.

ACTION POINTS / OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE:

June meeting and actions on uncertainty — paper to be shared ahead of meeting.

Sue to work with colleagues in Whitehall and the devolved on PPE

NOTE WRITTEN BY: DATE:

Name Redacted | 19/5/20
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