From: SOS Lewis <sos.lewis@nio.gov.uk>

To: Covid 19 <covid-19@nio.gov.uk>, Covid Preparedness <covid-preparedness@nio.gov.uk>,
Covid Healthcare <covid-healthcare@nio.gov.uk>, International <international@nio.gov.uk>,
COVID Economy <covid-economy1@nio.gov.uk>, Senior Leadership Team <slt@nio.gov.uk>,
PS SOS <ps.sos@nio.gov.uk>
Subject: Fwd: [READOUT] CDL CALL WITH FMs of DAs and MoL

Date: Thu, 16 Apr 2020 09:11:11 +0100

All,

Please see below a readout of the call yesterday afternoon between CDL, the DA FMs (and NI dFM) and the
Mayor of London. Regarding the point about fine-tuning social distancing measures, we saw a further request
go out from CDL's office last night to the FMs' offices asking for any comments by this morning.

..........................

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: PS Michael Gove Mailbox <psmichaelgove@cabinetoffice.gov.uk>

Date: Wed, 15 Apr 2020 at 21:33

Subject: [READOUT] CDL CALL WITH FMs of DAs and MoL
_To: Mark Sweeney <mark.sweeney(@cabinetoffice.gov.uk>, Lucy Smith <lucy.smith@cabinetoffice.gov.uk>,
E NR !@cabinetofﬁce gov.uk>, Emma Payne

" etmima. payne@cabmetofﬁce .gov.uk uk>, Kata Escott <kata. escott@cabmetofﬁce gov.uk uk>, Rebecca Hogg

<RHogg@nol0.gov.uk>, Er .
| Name Redacted 0n010.gov.uk>, " Name Redacted @cabmetofﬁce gov.uk ukA Name Redacted !
Name Redacted @cabinetoffice.gov.uk>, i Name Rédacted @Cablnetofﬁce gov.uk>,

i Name Redacted @cablnetofﬁce gov.uk>, Tom Bacon <Tom. bacon@cabmetofﬁce gov uk> PS Chloe
Smith Mailbox <pschloesmith(@cabinetoffice.gov.uk>

Hi all,

A readout of the call earlier today between CDL, the FMs of the Devolved Administrations, the Secretaries of
State for Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, and the Mayor of London.

I hope this is helpful. Let me know if you have any questions.

BEGINS

CDL began by thanking those in attendance for joining. He said the purpose of the call was to hear from the
DAs and the Mayor of London their views with respect to the decisions we needed to take to maintain social
distancing. These decisions would be taken at a COBR meeting the following day at 1530-1630. CDL would
pass on views expressed to the First Secretary of State (FSoS), who would chair the COBR meeting
tomorrow while the PM recovers.

CDL thanked the DAs for their collaboration, which has enabled high levels of compliance with social
distancing measures across the UK. He noted that there would be at some point a need to emerge from these
measures, and therefore it was key to understand the context in each of the Devolved Administrations.

He made clear the intention was to act as one in decisions on social distancing, noting that there were some
unique circumstances in each nation.
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The First Minister for Scotland (FMS) laid out her expressions and desires for the meeting tomorrow. She
made clear her desire for single approach, as long as this was supported by the science, and it was possible to
agree it between Governments.

The FMS was clear there would be no lifting of social distancing measures in Scotland the following day as
things stood. She wanted as much certainty as possible to give to citizens, and asked that Governments could
agree and publicly communicate an intention to review social distancing measures again in 3 weeks, being
clear that measures were being kept in place as there remained a need to suppress the virus.

She thought that alignment and a clear process would help to guide joint decision making when we arrived at
a position to begin lifting social distancing measures. She said it was essential that Governments had a clear
list of options for lifting the current measures, including criteria they would use as indicators to judge whether
to lift the measures. There would also need to be a clear replacement of social distancing measures to reassure
the population. These would be vaccines, treatments, antibody tests, but in the short term a testing, tracing,
isolating approach.

The First Minister for Wales (FMW) echoed previous remarks. He agreed on the need for a common
approach, and said Wales as is stood would not be lifting social distancing measures tomorrow. He said there
was a need to agree the duration for which current arrangements would continue. He likewise wanted to share
thoughts between Administrations on fine tuning of current measures to make them more bearable.

The FMW said that following the Review tomorrow, it was urgent that Governments agree on criteria that
could be announced publicly, and which, if met, Governments could lift measures. These would need to be
reviewed by the CMOs and SAGE. He emphasised that people would need to be able to track the path to a
moment at which the lifting of measures would be possible. Whatever these criteria were, it should be
commonly agreed, and the public should be aware of it.

The FMW then said there was a question of how Governments should agree to lift the measures, for example
lifting measures within certain groups of people, or in certain regions, first.

He then said there was a question of what measures would be introduced first. The FMW said that the Welsh
Government had developedd some tests that would allow it to distinguish between earlier and later actions.

He was clear that all of this would require significant input from CMOs, SAGE, and the police. The latter
were important as it was important to be sure that any decision to change the current situation could actually
be implemented, and reasonable levels of compliance could be ensured.

CDL asked whether the FMW had any preferences or inclinations for particular refinements.

The FMW responded with the example that in England already those with autistic children had freedom to
exercise more than once a day. The FMW also mentioned ambiguities in their second home policy, and
refinements concerning places of worship.

CDL said this was a very good point, and that there needed to be a way to discuss these openly but securely,
so that there was no possibility of media or the public perceiving this as an indicator that we would relax
social distancing measures imminently, putting compliance at risk.

The FM Northern Ireland (FMNI) echoed previous comments and urged the need for clear messaging. She
said they had seen good levels of compliance over Easter. She strongly supported the need to keep in place
the current measures. She mentioned the need for an exit strategy, arguing that if the impacts of going into
lockdown had considered by SAGE, we would need their input as we consider coming out of lockdown.

The FMNI also supported the possibility of finetuning current measures, and said the NIE had been
discussing this as well. She suggested that Administrations send their views on refinement into the UKG. The
FMNI argued finally for a clear process for further discussion.
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The Deputy First Minister of Northern Ireland (DFMFNI) concurred with others. She noted that while
people had listened to Governments' advice, it was important Governments were clear on how long this
extension of measures would last. She said that at the point where considering lifting measures was possible,
there was a need to put in place a trace and test policy to give confidence.

She finally flagged the political sensitivities on the island of Ireland.

The Mayor of London (MoL) welcomed his involvement. He agreed with the comments of the FMs and
DFM. He said there was a need for a solid set of criteria of things that needed to be satisfied which provided a
roadmap towards lifting lockdown. These were needed in advance, to avoid any accusation of retrospectively
fitting criteria to our wish to improve economy. This will give confidence to the public.

The MoL wanted clarity when we will review (he indicated another three weeks' time) from the COBR,

The MoL also raised the issue of face covering (which he noted was different from face masks). He said that
covering the face minimised the chance of spreading the virus not of someone catching it. He said that around
the world - in situations where social distancing was not possible, they were making face covering necessary.
He noted that he had raised this with the FSoS and the Health Secretary multiple times but had not received
an answer.

I'm keen to give reassurance to those using transport to protect transport workers. Wear a facial covering - not
PPE.

CDL noted these points.

The Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland Secretaries were content with the points made and the
direction of travel. SoS Wales raised the possibility of using sectoral groups as a tester for any potential
changes or refinements to measures, and the Northern Ireland Secretary reiterated the need to consider the
context on the island of Ireland, and engagement with Ireland.

CDL summarised the meeting, noting he was keen not to pre-empt points people will make tomorrow. He
said there was a strong consensus that there was a desire to maintain measures for the next three weeks. He
said that there was scope for finetuning of existing measures - but that all must be cautious to make sure this
was not perceived as a soft launch of the lockdown. He said it was crucial that all Administrations were in a
position to understand the process by which we would move towards relaxation. He noted there were lots of
various considerations (geog/age/fairness) - but that there was a need to avoidd any crirteria selected in the
future being interpreted as retrospectively applied to our own aims.

CDL also reiiterated the need to make sure there was the most comprehensive data-sharing, for example so
that we could accurately record fatalities.

The FMS reiterate the Need to have a discussion on, and a process about what goes in place of the lifting of
measures. She noted the point about data sharing. She echoed the suggestion to share refinements.

It was agreed that all Administrations would share thoughts about possible refinements to current social

distancing measures ahead of COBR tomorrow.

The FMW agreed with the summary given by CDL. He suspected the preparation for what would be done at
the end of next three weeks will be even more difficult. There was an urgent need to get on with that work
early.

Others were also content.

CDL committed to passing views on to the FSoS and others, and thanked all, their teams involved in
responding to the pandemic.

ENDS
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You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Covid 19" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to covid-
19+unsubscribe@nio.gov.uk.

To view this discussion on the web, visit https://groups.google.com/a/nio.gov.uk/d/msgid/covid-
19/CAGjcVnHVGj194L9s-fTmJo7rs64ENFUphpUwJhP9r19%2B7mWDTA %40mail. gmail.com.
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