MEETING WITH SIMON COVENEY

5 January 2021
STEER

Following a call with CDL and DAs yesterday evening, you are talking with Simon
Coveney to assess how best to align the UK-Ireland approach to international travel
given updated Covid regulations. The PM may talk with the Taoiseach after this
discussion.

You should reinforce the utility of joined up messaging on the island of Ireland in
encouraging compliance with respective restrictions. You could mention the
importance of clear communications from both Governments given the Common
Travel Area, particularly where there are any differences in approach. A coordinated
approach to international travel could help to simplify our respective messaging.

You could also mention transit between Northern Ireland and Ireland, both through
Dublin and Belfast Airports, and whether more can be done to limit cross-border
movements within Ireland, given travel restrictions in force North and South. There
have been concerns both about people using Dublin to transit into NI/UK, and more
recently Belfast to transit from GB into Ireland. It is further worth noting the Irish
Government’s continuing concerns around the new variant of Covid-19 which is
particularly prevalent in England.

It is also worth being clear that Ireland prioritises coordination with the EU in terms of
travel, although as a non-Schengen state it does not adopt all measures adopted by
other EUMS. It has adopted the Traffic Light system, and since the end of the TP
considers GB a ‘red’ country (albeit the Irish ban on travel from GB has overtaken
the relevance of the Traffic Lights system for the moment).

It is possible that Simon Coveney will be sceptical about the possibility of
coordinating approaches to international travel given the significant differences in
approach between parties of the NI Executive. There have been regular calls in the
Irish Dail and media for the Irish Government to pursue an all-island approach to all
things Covid, but Irish Government ministers have often pointed to divisions in
Stormont as a significant hurdle to this.
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Lines To Take
International Travel - Case for Alignment

e | recognise that the ban imposed on travel to Ireland from Great Britain has
not been taken lightly and there are many Irish and UK citizens for whom this
is a difficult development. Additionally, Northern Ireland has now introduced a
requirement to self-isolate on arrival from elsewhere in the CTA.

e | am keen to make travel within the CTA, and on the island of lreland as
simple as possible, and encourage compliance with regulations.

e This is a crucial point in the trajectory of the virus and alignment could unlock
the clear messaging which we are both targeting on the island of Ireland.

e | want to assess to what extent we could coordinate between the UK and
Ireland to ensure more clarity for people within the CTA. Do you think this is
something that we could discuss further in the coming days?

International Travel - Further Discussions

e | understand that the PM is also keen to discuss this with the Taoiseach and in
a call with the Devolved Authorities, it was agreed that we would assess the
possibility of alignment with the Irish Government.

e | also hope that this could be discussed in further detail at the trilat which is
scheduled for Thursday.
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BACKGROUND

Current UK position on international travel

England: There is an exemption from the need to self-isolate for anyone travelling to
England from countries on the travel corridor list, including Ireland, or in the UK.
Arrivals from elsewhere are required to self-isolate for up to 10 days. The Test to
Release (TTR) in England allows an early end to self-isolation on the basis of a
negative Covid test. Ireland is not currently being assessed in the same way as other
countries, as the UKG preserves travel within the CTA.

NI: The Executive has advised against all but essential travel to NI. Arrivals to NI
from within the CTA who plan to remain in NI for 24hrs or longer are required to
self-isolate upon arrival for 10 days. International arrivals are required to self-isolate
for 10 days, unless travelling from an exempt country. NI will not be introducing a
TTR scheme.

Scotland:Travel without a reasonable excuse between Scotland and the rest of the
CTA is not permitted under Scottish law. International arrivals in Scotland are
required to self-isolate for 10 days after arrival, unless travelling from an exempt
country. There is no TTR scheme in place in Scotland.

South Africa: British and Irish nationals, visa holders and permanent residents who
arrive in the UK from South Africa are required to self-isolate for 10 days. In
Scotland, this requirement extends to travellers’ households, with no exemptions.
There is a ban on all other travel to the UK from South Africa.

Current Irish position on International Travel

Ireland’s Covid-related ban on passenger travel on flights and ferries from GB-IE has
been in place since Monday 21 December, and renewed twice since then. However,
Irish residents (including UKNs) on short-term visits to GB are in principle able to
return, with the support of the Irish DFA who are facilitating repatriation journeys.
Foreign Minister Simon Coveney was reported in the Irish Independent on Friday 1
January saying that passengers from GB would require evidence of a negative Covid
test from 6 January. The test would need to have been taken within the 3 days prior
to arrival into Ireland, and would replace the travel ban. Arrivals would be likely to
require a further negative test after 5 days in Ireland, and could then cease the
otherwise mandatory 14 days of self-isolation. We await final confirmation of this
approach. There is a full Cabinet meeting today. The top item on Cabinet’s agenda is
whether to delay the reopening of schools, planned for 11 January.

There are no restrictions on travel into Ireland from Northern Ireland. However,
people living in Ireland are at present instructed to remain within 5km of their homes
except for identified essential purposes. There has been a strong sense in the Irish
media that the covid situation is worse in NI than in Ireland (though the figures in
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Ireland are escalating rapidly), and that this partly explains elevated figures in border
areas of Ireland.

Common Travel Area: the CTA allows British and Irish citizens to move freely
between, and live in, one another’s state, and have associated rights so they are
treated no differently to citizens of that state. The various healthcare measures
imposed by the UK and Irish Governments in response to covid are not immigration
controls, and in all cases have applied equally to British and lIrish citizens. The
measures do not prevent an individual being able to benefit from the right to reside,
or access their associated rights, on the same basis

NI COVID-19 Update

Cases in NI: Case rates have risen rapidly in NI in the last fortnight. The 7-day rate
per 100,000 is now 664.7, up from 255.1 last week and 210.7 on 21 December. The
rate is now higher than the October peak (375) and significantly higher than the UK
rate (551.4). Rates in Ireland have gone from the lowest in the EU to the region’s
fastest growing in the last two weeks

NI restrictions: The Executive has advised against all but essential travel in NI and
will meet today to discuss further restrictions, including on travel within NI, and the
extension of the the period for remote learning in schools.

South Africa variant: There is a shared interest in ensuring steps are taken to
prevent the spread of the ‘501.V2’ variant of the virus that has been circulating in
South Africa. There are concerns that this variant of the virus may impact the
effectiveness of current vaccines, although it is unlikely to render vaccines useless.
The variant has already been detected in two people in the UK - for this reason,
Ireland may be reluctant to ease current restrictions on GB-IE travel.

Irrelevant & Sensitive
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