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Dear SWA/I/

| would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you on your appointment as Minister
for Health. | am very much looking forward to working closely with you over the coming
months and years, particularly at this most challenging and difficult time.

| have no doubt that, like me, you will find the job of Health Minister to be inspiring,
humbling and more than occasionally exhausting!

As you know, Covid-19 knows no borders, and it was for that reason that | agreed a
Memorandum of Understanding with your predecessor to outline my commitment to
working together to coordinate our responses as far as possible. The MOU has
provided a foundation for joint working at ali levels of government. Regular Ministerial
calls to discuss our respective approaches have been put in place, and | trust that we
will be able to continue this positive engagement. Weekly CMO meetings are held to
discuss early policy thinking and scientific understanding of the progression of Covid-19
in our respective jurisdictions. Engagement has also taken place on a more informal
basis on specific policy areas, one of which is international travel.

International travel is perhaps the area in need of greatest cooperation north and south,
and | believe it will prove key for us both in managing Covid-19 in the next few months.
To that end | believe it would be helpful if we could address together the inability of our
two jurisdictions to capture and share information about international passengers
transiting through on route to the other region.

It is currently a statutory requirement for international arrivals into the ROI to complete
our passenger locator form within 48 hrs of arrival in NI and to complete 14 days
quarantine if arriving from a country assessed as high risk. We also have arrangements
in place for telephone spot checks to ensure individuals are self quarantining and to
provide additional advice.

However, there are serious impediments when it comes to enforcing or monitoring this
at present.
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We are reliant on everyone who has travelled into the Republic of Ireland and then on
into Northern Ireland completing cur passenger locator form.

If they fail to do so, we have no way of tracing them for spot checks to make sure they
are quarantining.

The logical solution is to ensure that all international travellers landing on the island of
Ireland provide data which is accessible for compliance checks in our respective
jurisdictions.

| would welcome the opportunity to engage with you on this with a view to finding a
rapid resolution, including the introduction of new legislation and data sharing
agreements as required. | believe this would be a significant achievement which would
demonstrate our commitment to working together to effectively address common
challenges.

As a first step | suggest that if you are agreeable we ask our respective CMOs to lead a
meeting to discuss options, and to then bring forward proposals to resolve this issue
which you and | could then discuss.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Personal Data

Robin Swann MLA
Minister for Health
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