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Latest

A sad farewell to our former

Tuesday of this week, 23 March, marked
Board member and Chair,

a year since the first COVID-19
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lockdown in Northern Ireland and much lan Elliott.

of the rest of the world. The pace at McDonald's Employee

which the global pandemic took hold Triumphs Over Mental
was truly unprecedented; in a number Health Challenges with

of weeks, everything we all knew to be Workplace Support

‘normal’ changed utterly. Join Our Team as an
Approved Driving Instructor
(ADI) and Make a Difference!

Even before N.Ireland went into its first
lockdown what became very clear, was The Civic Initiative
our community felt that their voices were

being lost in the noise or worse simply

ignored in the confusion and panic that Most read

was unfolding. During this time, like so

Contact Us
many, we diverted our resources to doing
what we could to support our community. Disability Action Transport
Scheme
e Our people: We put in place measures
to protect our staff, volunteers and all About us
those who we engage with on a daily . . .
basis Disability Support Services -

« Our work: We changed the way we Help in training

worked to ensure continuity of service
and to support as many disabled
people as possible during this period.
Our Job Match team has exceeded
their targets in helping disabled
people find paid work, Workable NI
continue to support disabled people in
the workplace, Training & Education
have delivered disability support to TfS
Trainees, Apprentices and Training
providers across N.lreland, DATS

has adapted their service to provide
transport assistance to the most
vulnerable in our community

and ONSIDE has focussed their efforts
on equipping and upskilling
participants to get online; lockdown
has taught us the importance of

Driving Assessment
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'connection'. (click here to watch a
video from the ONSIDE team)

« The impact of COVID-19 on disabled
people in NI survey: We undertook
one of the largest surveys in our history
to gather the experiences of disabled
people, their families and carers during
this time. The data gathered gives a
clear picture in time of the reality for
disabled people on the ground in
N.lreland as COVID-19 hit and the
report, with recommendations, was
shared publicly including with the NI
Executive. Some of our
recommendations have been
implemented including the
timetabling, development and
resourcing of a new world leading
disability strategy for N.Ireland.

« Human Rights: We called on NICE to
include specific further guidance in
partnership with disabled people and
their organisations. It was important
our healthcare professionals
had guidance which included and fully
reflected disabled people in
this difficult time. NICE listened to us
and other patient groups and
amended their advice about the
application of their rapid COVID-19
critical care guideline

 Human Rights: We called on the BMA
to reach out and meaningfully engage
with Disabled People’s Organisations
as participation is central to a rights
based approach to health

« Human Rights: In the absence of an
Ethical Framework for treatment of
Disabled People during COVID-

19 specific to Northern Ireland we
called on Minister for Health Mr Robin
Swann, Chief Medical Officer Dr
Michael McBride and Chief Social
Worker Mr Sean Holland to publicly
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commit to a number of fundamental
NHS Principles. The
Minister responded swiftly and fully
publicly endorsed these principles

« Influencing government: We have
been in regular contact with respective
Government Departments and all
Political parties to ensure, as far as
possible, interruption to services were
minimised and supports for disabled
people continued.

Going forward, Disability Action will
continue to liaise and work with all allies.
Our truly dedicated staff will continue to
provide much need services to our
community. We are reminded daily of the
resilience, ingenuity and leadership of the
disabled community we work with,

support and represent.

Nothing About Us Without Us.
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Tweets from @disabilityni

Disability Action @disabilityni - Jan 6 X
The "Make The Call” service is a FREE government
programme to ensure members of the public are
getting all of the benefits entitlements they can avail of.
Tel 0800 232 1271 9am-5pm Mon to Fri. You can also
email the service at makethecall@dfcni.gov.uk

O Q7 ®

Disability Action @disabilityni - Jan 6 X
On Mon 15th Jan join East Belfast Community
Development Agency for it's “Hello

Monday" session. It is a fun morning of activities, yoga,
storytelling & inspiration. Booking for this event is
essential & places are limited. To book email
eleanor@ebcda.org.uk or call 028 9045 1512

Q QO ®
Disability Action @disabilityni - Jan 6 X
Join Disability Action for "EAT WELL, SPEND LESS" with
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