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VENUE: Zoom FM Adviser: Philip Weir

LIST OF ATTENDEES: Included FM and dFM, JM Kearney

Minister of Health, Robin Swann; Chief Medical Officer, Michael McBride;
Chief Scientific Adviser, lan Young;

Also; Mark Ovens, SPAD Health NR . PS Minister of Health; Richard
Pengelly, Perm Sec, DoH; Dan Wést, DoH ™~

NR PSS dFM; NR PS FM;] NR  iPS JM Kearney;
Donal Moran, PPS dFM; Jenny Pyper, HOCS;

Karen Pearson, Carol Morrow and Peter Luney, TEO Covid team;
John Loughran, SPAD dFM

NR ¥, NRgand NR TEO EIS
KEY POINTS Minister of Health, CMO and CSA outlined the current
DISCUSSED: position in relation to Indian variant. Some historic

cases, no community outbreaks presently.

Numbers of cases proceeding close to modelling
although modelling didn’t include possibility of greater
transmissibility of a variant. SAGE modelling, to be
published, may show increased admissions and
hospital pressures late summer. Currently no
evidence that variant escapes vaccine - key will be
progress of vaccinations including second dose which
may be required for variant protection.

Concerns re numbers in Londonderry and Strabane
although no Indian variant detected in that area.
Information not currently available from ROl on
spread of variant. Cross border movement in that
area concerning esp given relaxations in NI.

CSA —no reason not to proceed with relaxations
planned for 24 May. Will need careful monitoring.
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Information on how to take forward localised
messaging of lockdowns based on cause of outbreak
based on previous response to be considered.

Quality assurance of risk assessments for medium
large events needs to be robust. The scale of the
number of events was referenced and the possible
use of a pro-forma was discussed.

Issue of green/amber countries in relation to
international travel is the subject to an urgent
Procedure request from Health.

ACTION POINTS: CMO/Karen Pearson — to consider a procedure to
respond to local increases in prevalence
including stronger messaging and engagement
with Councils.
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