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Quick Advice for Minister

. EXP No: EXP\20\xx (BORDERS HEALTH ISSUES COVID 19)
. Issuing Department: The Executive Office.
. Dod Implications: You will wish to comment on the options for the level

of fixed penalty notice to be applied for breaches of
self-isolation and the new proposal that NI (and other
devolved administrations) should be included in the

UKG scheme for compliance monitoring.

. Financial Implications: The creation of a new fixed penalty notice will have
financial implications for PSNI, regardless of the level
of fine. Additional costs of enforcement activity are

expected to be minimal.

. Formal response required: Dependent on decisions taken at the Executive. If, as
is seeming more likely, the higher level FPN is agreed,

you may wish to reiterate your position in writing.

. Lines to take: Lines to take for the Minister's Executive folder are

attached.
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7. Any other relevant information: We do not know whether Scotland will agree to adopt
the higher level FPN for self-isolation breaches that will
apply in England & Wales, or whether the other
devolved administrations will align with the UKG

compliance monitoring regime.

The PSNI is neutral on the level of FPN and had
previously agreed to a ‘reactive’ policing role, as
originally proposed by the Home Office. On
compliance monitoring, if a political decision is taken to
adopt the UKG model, and this is supported by NPCC,
they would have to accept this but would wish to retain
operational independence over how to respond if a
potential offence has been identified and may wish to
apply their own triage process to avoid drawing

resource away from higher priority activities.
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DRAFT EXECUTIVE PAPER - BORDERS HEALTH ISSUES COVID 19

LINES TO TAKE

o | understand the overall rationale for introducing new UK border restrictions,
given the medical advice that arrivals into the UK make a difference at a time

when the R rate has reduced.

° However, | think the enforcement of the 14 day self-isolation restriction needs
to be proportionate and consistent with our approach to social distancing and

that the same level of fixed penalty should, therefore, apply.

o | do not think we should be taking a deterrence approach to one set of
restrictions and a public health approach to another, unless there is a clear

medical justification for a differential approach.

o With regard to compliance monitoring, while | note the offer of free calls by the
organisation employed by Public Health England, | do not believe cost should
be the sole factor for consideration. We also need to take account of the
potential impact on community confidence if the PSNI start visiting premises

without evidence that an offence has actually occurred.

. My preference is for those entering the country to self-enforce the requirement
to self-isolate, in the knowledge that enforcement action could be taken against
them if the PSNI becomes aware they may have breached the restriction. The
Chief Constable and Chair of the Policing Board support my position.

0 However, if as an Executive we decide the UKG compliance monitoring regime
should be adopted, we should respect the Chief Constable’s operational

independence and allow him to determine the operational response.

° It would also assist the police to have clear and consistent messaging around

what the restrictions mean.

Maura Campbell
27 May 2020
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