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MEETING NOTE

KN REF:

TITLE/ORGANISATION: | SoS Telephone Call

DATE AND TIME: 2/4/20 — 11am

VENUE: L ]PB [ ] Clare House | [ | OTHER:

LIST OF ATTENDEES: Brandon Lewis, SoS PS Kate, Conor Murphy, Sue Gray,
i NR :

[ ] Minister | [ ] SpAd | [] PS

OFFICIALS:

OTHERS:

KEY POINTS DISCUSSED:
NI Covid 19 money DoF:

¢ Allocated about half to business support;
¢ Substantial amount to health
¢ Asked Departments for their Covid 19 pressures

Packages for self employment / employee retention and business support are welcome
but showing gaps of what not covered.

Further Covid 19 comments DoF

e Real concern of lack of testing.

e Trying to procure PPE from UK, Ireland and China
¢ Any further assistance would be helpful

¢ Urgency is with health providion — Priority

e Trying to mediate UK DoH and NI DoH

SoS
PPE — teams talking to Sue re what they need ad what they need detail on.

Press talk today — treasury may make an announcement on cashflow

Longer term allocations — SoS asked what other areas for future allocations?

e Uncertainty of firms re rules on closing and how firms can furlough workers
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e Some categories of self employed that don’t fit grant schemes (Economy could
probably provide more detail on this).

¢ Lateness of payment providing an issue.

e Helpful if had forewarning of other areas Treasury was going to make
announcements that we would get Barnett on.

Airports

e DofF talking to DfT
¢ Got to keep airports open

e So0S - Critical freight transport — important to keep ferry and air open — DfT alert to
this — looking to get timeline from DfT on this

e Airports here can’t wait

¢ DoF - Airports could be separated from ferries, although particular concern re
Warrenpoint port.

¢ Any assistance helpful
e Direct intervention required
¢ Happy to talk to SoS team on airports

¢ So0S sent SoS for Transport a message during conversation on imminent
requirement for airports in NI

ISSUES AGREED:

ACTION POINTS / OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE:
Follow up call next week — PO will arrange

Get information on people falling through the gaps to SoS to consider — need to liaise with
Economy on this
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