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1. Rail (MA/KS/1003/20) 
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4. NHS Staffing (MA/KS/1126/20) 
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6. Economic Resilience Fund 

• This focused on the intention to consider further whether, and how, the fund might be 
used to support the self-employed, in particular, what was available to help individuals 
with cash flow until payment in June. 

• The self-employed would have access to Universal Credit and the Discretionary 
Assistance Fund (DAF). The group considered whether further help was needed, and 
whether this was more a welfare matter, not appropriate to the Economic Resilience 
Fund. 

• The group was content with the proposed approach for the Economic Resilience Fund 
and agreed in principle that £200m (revenue) should be made available initially for the 
fund, with the potential to increase by a further £200m (revenue). This would be 
augmented by a £100m (FT capital) loan fund managed by the Development Bank of 
Wales, and financed by repurposing existing budgets. 

• The group noted a separate MA on the FT capital loan aspect of the Economic 
Resilience Fund was due to be submitted shortly. 

• An MA seeking formal approval to the detail of the Economic Resilience Fund and to 
allocating funding from the COVID-19 Response Reserve would need to be provided 
as soon as possible. However, the group was content for the fund to be announced on 
Monday, ahead of the MA if required. 

Action 27/03-7: Feedback to the policy team. 

7. Childcare (MA/JM/1077/20) 

• Advice was being prepared asking the DMfHSS and the MfHSS to agree that, in the 
medium term, the Childcare Offer was closed to new applications, with the exception of 
key workers and vulnerable children, to be reviewed in 3 months. 

• The Welsh Government had previously announced it would continue to fund settings 
for any term-time hours of childcare booked under the Childcare Offer for 3 months 
(this costs cE4m per month). If extended to key workers and vulnerable children, this 
would increase to just over £5m a month or £60m a year, which is the budget in health. 

• Concern was expressed that, despite announcing funding would continue for 3 months, 
settings were closing anyway (the MA acknowledged some are furloughing staff). 
There was also concern about childcare for under 3s. 

• It was felt additional modelling was needed. What would be the outcome if we did this 
for 3 months and then reinstated the offer from September as normal? 

Action 27/03-8: Feedback to the policy team. 
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