
f . • 

• • • • . . -• •. c 

[ 

- 

Opposition•. •- -i. 1TIIII1 Y FLYTrf. ' 

• ' - •• •, 

• i •r - f s • r - r 

• repo • . a . 111 i • • •. - fi 

1 - - - -r' - • - •• 

S • t 

INQ000311872_0001 



Official Sensitive — Cabinet 
Not for publication 

8. In terms of the recent UK Government announcements in relation to England, the 
science behind the two metre safe distance rule as an effective barrier against the 
transmission of the virus was clear, but mitigations could be put in place where this 
was not possible. In addition, the outdoors was a safer environment for people to 
visit restaurants and cafes providing they did not congregate. 

9. The Chief Executive of the NHS reported that the majority of Health Boards were 
continuing to report Green / level 1 as an indicator of capacity and response. Four 
hospital sites were reporting level 2. 

10. There were 713 confirmed or suspected COVID-19 patients in NHS beds across 
Wales, which was the lowest it had been. There were 262 open and available critical 
care beds and around 130 were available for use. Of those occupied, 22 patients had 
COVID-19 related symptoms. 

11. Cancer referrals were returning to normal and average attendance at Accident and 
Emergency Departments was beginning to rise. However, hospital admissions, 
outpatient appointments and GP attendance was still lower than normal. Some of this 
could be explained by digital consultations, which had been maintained to a high 
level. In addition, optometry and dental services had moved into the next phase of 
recovery. In the week ending 12 June, mortalities in Wales were now below the five-
year average for the time of the year, which was considered to be an important 
milestone. 

12. Hospital sites and settings were being adapted and modelling was being undertaken 
to prepare for further outbreaks in the Autumn and Winter months. It was likely that 
there would be a need for significantly more critical care beds than normal capacity 
provided, and the number of cases were expected to exceed those reported in April. 

13. The Test, Trace and Protect programme had a positive impact, with many Local 
Authorities reporting few, and in some instances no, new cases of the virus. The 
drive in centre on Deeside was the busiest centre in Wales, with over 200 tests being 
carried out each day and more care home workers than NHS staff were being tested. 
Arrangements were in place to increase sampling. 

Local Government Update 

14. Cllr. Morgan reported that there were no significant issues across Local Authorities. 
It was noted that the Minister for Housing and Local Government would be speaking 
to the Leader of Ynys Mon Council later that day to discuss testing arrangements 
following the outbreak of the virus on the island. Results were being returned quickly 
and it was agreed that the data on testing for both outbreaks in North Wales would 
be shared with Ministers. 

15. It was important to ensure that Local Authorities were given as much notice as 
possible as to when the Government intended to announce the re-opening of play 
areas as Councils would need time to make areas safe. Authorities would also 
welcome greater certainty about areas not expected to restart, such as theatres and 
leisure centres, as staff had been redeployed to the TTP programme. 
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18. Investigations of the incident in Merthyr Tydfil were continuing, as it appeared that 
the 33 cases reported in the media had potentially occurred in workers at the site 
since April. 

19. It was reported that Food Innovation Wales was undertaking a rapid review of the 
industry. 

Update from the BAME COVID-19 Advisory Group 

20. The First Minister welcomed Judge Ray Singh and Professor Emmanuel Ogbonna 
to the group and members were reminded that the BAME COVID-19 Advisory 
Group had been formed to consider the impact of COVID 19 on people from BAME 
backgrounds. 

21. In addition to the work of Professor Singhal's group to develop a Self-Assessed 
Risk Assessment Tool a second sub-group headed by Professor Emmanuel 
Ogbonna, had been established to consider the socio-economic and social impacts 
of Covid-19 in BAME populations and the Professor was invited to summarise the 
group's recent report. 
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27. In addition, health and social care was considered to be more difficult to access, 
with cultural and language barriers. The importance of interpreters and translation 
services was recognised. 
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