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OFFICIAL SENSITIVE 

managing UK and Wales relationships, and with the necessary experience to take this 
forward. It was suggested by some group members that the EU Exit team has this 
capability and perhaps could be approached to release some capacity to deal with the 
emergency. A DD will also be required to support the ECC(H), who is security cleared to a 
sufficient level. Andrew Slade asked that if the group has a brief of what is needed then 
between them they should find the appropriate people to front up and if needed, take this 
to Ministers to consider current priorities. Reg Kilpatrick confirmed legislation is a real risk 
to be able to present correct policy choices and a risk that we are subject to a piece of 
legislation or clause we do not agree with. 

ACTION: Reg Kilpatrick and Frank Atherton to develop what is needed in terms of 
resourcing to include the skills and specification of roles required and send to the 
Permanent Secretary. 

5. Communications 

5.1 Toby Mason confirmed currently; NR is working with Health colleagues 
and there are no impediments for sharing information from Whitehall. There are concerns 
if the situation escalates as there will be a need to ensure we are co-ordinating messages, 
and this was discussed at the earlier CCG meeting. There is no equivalent of CCS 
Comms in Welsh Government and currently the co-ordination of messages across 
departments is through Toby which is not sustainable. 

5.2 The Permanent Secretary asked whether there is a need to convene a multi-agency 
group. Reg Kilpatrick confirmed the Wales Resilience Forum exists which is multi-agency 
and chaired by the First Minister. Frank Atherton confirmed that at an earlier meeting, the 
First Minister requested engagement with key portfolio Ministers currently. 

6. Any Other Business 

6.1 Andrew Slade alluded to departmental interests in particular schools, HE and FE 
establishments, and the economic impacts being experienced due to Chinese students not 
being able to come to this country. Frank Atherton added there are a very significant 
amount of pharmaceutical suppliers in China and in the future, we could experience an 
impact on supplies. 

6.2 Andrew Slade referred to business continuity arrangements and what we need to 
put in place to address the potential for a reduction in workforce and what instructions we 
might give to staff. 

6.3 Overseas — there is daily contact with our staff overseas. Staff based in China 
continue to work at home as it is difficult to move around. 

6.4 The Permanent Secretary confirmed these will continue to be weekly meetings. 
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