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Estimated Estimated 
Estimated number of number of 

Number of children aged 16 and under number of primary school Secondary 
where parent(s) or guardian(s) are key pre-school age children (5- School Age 

workers, 2018, Wales children (0-4) 11) Children (12-16) 

Both parents 48,900 12,225 21,394 15,281 
Lone parent 29,200 7,300 12,775 9,125 
One parent 179,800 44,950 78,663 56,188 
Neither parent 317,600 79,400 138,950 99,250 
Total number of 
children aged 16 or 
under in Wales, 2018 575,500 

Proportion of children accessing provision if both parents 
and lone parents eligible (%) 13.6 

Proportion of children accessing provision if all children with 
one or more key worker parent eligible (%) 44.8 

geographically • •• .: • A I Londoni i . i - I- i. .i , i ,Iii
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and private sector proportionate split of workers). This high level comparison is given 
below. 

Wales England 
Key Workers as a proportion of all 32% 29% 
employees 
Proportion of under 16 year olds 13% 14-19% 
where either both or lone parent(s) are 
key worker 
Proportion on under 16 year olds 43% 33% 
where at least one parent is a key 
worker 

A big unknown factor in the analysis is the level of take up by key worker parents. 
The Childcare Offer take up of around 50% could act as a higher estimate for take 
up as this displays parents making a behavioural choice to avoid funded provision in 
favour of informal care for a range of reasons, but the age of a child is also likely to 
have a bearing on decisions. In a pandemic parents could be more inclined to use 
informal care, as they will be more reassured by being able to choose a known care 
provider and therefore be more assured that the setting is kept clean and safe (from 
those carrying infection). It short, take up levels are unknown. 

In terms of the analysis done, the proportion of children accessing the exceptional 
provision for key workers has been calculated based on an assumption that those 
children with either both parents in key worker roles or with a lone parent in key 
worker role would be eligible. A proportion has also been included for all children 
with at least one parent in a key worker role for comparison. 

It should be noted that the breakdown for different school age groups has not come 
from real data but is estimated based on a proportion of the total 16 and under 
population depending on how many years provision is included in each cohort. 

The estimates for the number of vulnerable children2 who would be entitled to 
provision are included in the summary table below. At first a more detailed list of 
potential groups was considered3, but it has initially been decided we should 
consider categories that are more easily (or practically) identifiable and that we 
would be more able to evidence eligibility. 

'for working families of 3 and 4 year old children, that meet specific criteria: https://gov.wales/childcare-offer-for-
wales-campaign 
2 We have defined vulnerable children to include children who have care and support needs, which include 
children with care and support or support plans, children on the child protection register and children looked after, 
young carers, disabled children and those with Statements of special educational needs. 
3 For instance, including children at risk of domestic abuse, parents who do not prioritise feeding them (not 

necessarily income related), etc. 

I NQ000299038_0002 



...... ... 
Vulnerable Children 
Looked after 6,677 
Child protection register 2,214 
Receiving care (not above 
categories) 

7,530 

Statement of special needs 13,168 
Total 29,589 

These figures are for children under age 16 in school only. Overlap between 
categories of vulnerable children, and with key worker families, is not yet well 
understood. We believe these estimated figures are reasonable, as they are aligned 
with DfE (England) figures4 proportioned to the Welsh population. 

The tables below do not provide any estimated numbers of children that may receive 
support other than attended provision eg. food provision only5. 

4 Based on an email from DfE (England) Priority Projects Central Analysis Team sent to the Welsh Government 
on 19/3/2020 
5 The number of children in schools eligible for free school meals is 68,670. 
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