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administrations, ILI rates continue to be below baseline levels in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, however in the low intensity level in Wales for week 09 (i.e slightly 
above the baseline). 

The table below shows the trend over the winter. We are not experts on 
understanding of these data, and therefore would advise seeking PHW views. But 
whilst the data are volatile they do suggest that outside of the pressurised weeks in 
December and January, consultation rates were lower in Wales than England. 
However during the weeks of high pressure consultation rates in Wales far exceeded 
England. 

These data of course do not capture where people may already be self-isolating or 
self-managing their symptoms to avoid adding pressure to GPs or mixing with 
others. 
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Source: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach 
ment_data/file/870503/Weekly_national_influenza_report_week_10_2020.pdf 

Poverty 

People in Wales, in particularly people of pension age, are more likely to be in 
relative income poverty than the UK as a whole. 24 per cent of the Welsh population 
are in relative income poverty compared with 22 per cent in the UK, and 29 per cent 
of those in pension age compared with 26 per cent in the UK. 

People living in households with 3 or more children were the most likely to be in 
poverty. 

Children living in lone parent families were more likely to be in relative income 
poverty than those living in households with couples. 
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Source: https://gov.wales/relative-income-poverty-april-2017-march-2018 

Employee jobs by sector 

Looking only at employees (excluding self-employed), Wales has a higher 
percentage of employees than in England and Scotland within industries that might 
be harder to support remote working. 

18% of Welsh employee jobs were in production and construction compared with 
14% in England and Wales also has a higher percentage involved in Health and 
Social work activities than England. 

Overall public sector employment in Wales represented 9.4% of the population in 
2019 Q3, compared with 8.2% across the UK. 

(percentages based on rounded data) England Wales Scotland 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 1% 1% 2% 

Production and construction industries 

All service industries 

Selected services: 

Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor 
vehicles and motorcycles 

Transportation and storage 

14% 18% 15% 

86% 81 % 83% 

15% 14% 14% 

5% 3% 4% 

Accommodation and food service activities 7% 8% 8% 

Information and communication 

Professional, scientific and technical activities 

4% 2% 3% 

9% 6% 7% 
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....... 

Public administration and defence; compulsory 4% 7% 6% 
social security 

Education 9% 9% 8% 

Human health and social work activities 13% 17% 16%' 

Tourism industries (also included in categories above) 11% 11% 12%' 

Sources: https:/fstatswales.gov.wales/v/HYTB 
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2020-02/key-econom ic-
statisti cs-february-2020-439. pdf 

Self-employed and zero hours 

Those who are self-employed or on zero hours contracts may be more impacted by 
isolation, and in particularly those in occupations that mean they are unable to work 
remotely. 

At September 2019, 14% of workforce jobs in Wales were self-employed compared 
with 12.9% in the UK as a whole. 

Latest ONS statistics for October-December 2019 estimate that 50,000 people aged 
16 or over were on zero-hours contracts, 3.4 per cent of people in employment. This 
is slightly higher than the UK at 3.0 per cent but is unlikely to be a statistically 
significant difference (this has not been tested). 

Sources: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2020-02/key-
econom ic-statistics-february-2020-439.pdf 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentand 
employeetypes/datasets/empl 7peopleinemploymentonzerohourscontracts 

Skills 

Wales has a slightly lower skills distribution than the UK as a whole, with a higher 
percentage with no qualifications and fewer with degree level qualifications. 

Qualification levels of adults 18-retirement age, 2018 

No Level 2+ Level 3+ Level 4+ (degree 
qualifications qualifications level) 

UK 7.7 79.7'; 61.5 41.6' 

Wales 8.4 78.9'! 59.1 37.8', 

England 7.2 79.9'; 61.6 41.4', 
...... 

Scotland 10 79.2'; 63 
........ 
47.6', 

Northern 14.1 76 56.6 36.6' 
Ireland 

......... ...... .. ...... .....-..........V....~............ 
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