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04 June 2020 

Dear Chancellor, 

Job Retention Scheme and Self-Employment Income Support Scheme 

We are writing further to your announcement on 29 May about the future of the Job 
Retention Scheme. 

As you know, the Welsh Government is hugely supportive of the fact that the UK 
Government launched the Job Retention Scheme (JRS) and the Self-Employment Income 
Support Scheme (SEISS). These two schemes have played a vital role in enabling 
businesses across Wales (and indeed the UK) to survive the initial shock of the Covid 19 
crisis and lockdown. 

We therefore welcome your announcement that self-employed people will be able to claim a 
second quarter of the SEISS, your confirmation that the JRS will continue until the end of 
October, the early introduction of `flexible JRS' and the fact that the requirement for an 
employer contribution will only be phased in relatively gradually. 

However, we have a number of questions and concerns. 

Firstly, you have made clear that it is your intention that the JRS (and SEISS) will be 
brought to an end at the end of October. This will inevitably represent a `cliff-edge' for many 
businesses, while some may even balk at the first steps to make them contribute from 
August on. Do you have any estimates or modelling of the likely level of redundancies which 
will result? How do you propose to mitigate this? What plans, if any, do you have for active 
labour market measures to support those made redundant with training and into new jobs? 
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We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding. 
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We are copying this letter to the Chief Secretary to the Treasury, to the Secretary of State 
for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and to our counterparts in the Scottish 
Government and the Northern Ireland Executive. 

Yours sincerely, 
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