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1. The novel coronavirus has unfortunately, as expected, continued to spread 

globally and on 30 January, the World Health Organisation declared the 

coronavirus as a global public health emergency of international concern and, on 

the advice of the UK Chief Medical Officers, the risk level in the UK has been 

raised from low to moderate. 

Iit.j•• • r its III iTsu • .s - • i'F1*iiit

iif1iM I — • •' • • u. — i • 1. i — •'. 

r tIiLiu•jj  .iitiIr.iiii

I NQ000425583_0001 



5. A dedicated helpline has been set up to provide advice for members of the public 

who have returned from China in the past 14 days, or who have been in contact 

with a confirmed case of novel Coronavirus I&s
._.__._.__._._ 

This service 

operates 24 hours a day. 

6. Systems are in place for transfer to the Regional Infectious Disease Unit, Ward 

7a Royal Victoria Hospital if a decision is taken to admit a patient who tests 

positive for coronavirus. Plans are also being drawn up to enable the patient to 

be transferred to a High consequence infectious diseases (HCID) Unit in 

England, if required. 

7. The UK CMOs have now agreed that, given the potential health and social 

consequences of a major epidemic, it is now appropriate to plan and prepare for 

the reasonable worst case scenario of Influenza pandemic moderate 

severity, without a vaccine. DHSC has proposed, and this has been agreed 

with the DAs, that existing Pandemic Flu guidance would be the most appropriate 

model to use in the event of planning for the potential impact on health and 

society. 

1 i " • / • . 
• . / . •f • lead • 

111♦ : 1 I 1 1 •: .• 1 •• 

I NQ000425583_0002 



f71V •-•. • 

10. A positive case in Northern Ireland will have a wide impact across the health and 

social care sector. To help prepare for such a case, I would ask colleagues to 

consider what preparations can and should be made in your respective policy 

areas now, to ensure the Department is sufficiently equipped in the event of a 

positive case. 

11. As agreed at TMG on the 3' February, in addition it would be prudent for areas 

to revisit their business continuity plans. 
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incident. Therefore we may shortly be contacting volunteers for assistance in the 

staff as required. 
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