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At this stage, DHSC do not know whether VU 1-202012/01 is responsible for the 
increased number of cases in Kent and London although this has been 
hypothesised. The epidemiological and laboratory analysis conducted to this 
point, suggests that the variant is likely to be more transmissible but it is still too 
early to confirm this with certainty. However, there is currently no evidence to 
suggest that this variant is more likely to cause serious disease. The commonly 
used assays for detecting SARS-COV-2 are unlikely to be affected in their 
ability to accurately detect this variant but work is ongoing to verify this. 
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10. In the meantime, recommended control measures to limit the spread of the new 
variant remain the same as the current non-pharmaceutical measures in place. 
A full risk assessment will be undertaken once more is known about the 
characteristics of this variant. 

11. I recommend the Executive considers its current position on the following 
issues: 
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serve to reduce the volume of travel to Northern Ireland from GB and Rol. 
That said, in arriving at a balanced package of measures last week the 
Executive also took account of the wider implications from reduced 
contact over that period, in particular the potentially harmful effects of 
greater social isolation for potentially vulnerable individuals. In this 
context, and also taking account of the changed position across the rest of 
the UK, I feel the Executive needs to revisit our position on this — and on 
whether any final position should be reflected in guidance or regulations. 

ii. Schools. I have written to the Education Minister today seeking further 
discussions between our officials in light of the emerging situation on the 
new strain. Colleagues will recall that my paper to last Thursday's 
Executive recommended urgent engagement between officials on 
measures to limit school opening. This recommendation was agreed by 
the Executive. I do not believe that a return to school as normal in January 
is a sustainable position and I made that clear in my letter to the 
Education Minister today. My view on this matter is informed by advice 
from the Chef Medical Officer and Chief Scientific Adviser. 

iii. Emphasis on stay at home and enforcement. As per my letter to 
FM/dFM today, I would ask that the COVID Taskforce be mandated to 
urgently bring forward recommended actions to Tuesday's meeting of the 
Executive, in relation to enforcing the special restrictions between Dec 26 
and Jan 2 and the subsequent five weeks of further restrictions. It is my 
view that the Taskforce should urgently consult with PSNI on how policing 
can best contribute to compliance with the "stay at home" message — 
including ensuring visible policing on our roads and elsewhere in our 
community to underline to society the importance of the six weeks of 
regulations. This will necessarily include consideration of whether 
additional regulations are required. 

ROBIN SWANN MLA 

MINISTER OF HEALTH 
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