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E (M) (20) 45 

DRAFT MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE MEETING: 23 JULY 2020 

MEMBERS' DINING ROOM, PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, STORMONT 

Present: First Minister (Chair) 
deputy First Minister (Chair) 
Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 
Minister for Communities 
Minister for the Economy 
Minister of Education 
Minister of Finance 
Minister of Health 
Minister for Infrastructure 
Minister of Justice (via video link) 

In attendance: Junior Minister, TEO (Mr. Lyons) 
Junior Minister, TEO (Mr. Kearney) 
Secretary to the Executive 
Head of Executive & Central Advisory Division TEO 

Dr Michael McBride, Chief Medical Officer 
Prof Ian Young, Chief Scientific Adviser 
Dan West, Chief Digital Information Officer, DOH 

INTRODUCTION 

The deputy First Minister chaired agenda item 1 — 4 

1. The Executive agreed to a photograph of its current membership. 

AGENDA ITEM 1 

E (M) (20) 43 Minutes of Executive meeting of 9 July 2020 
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2. The minutes of the Executive meeting of 9 July 2020 were agreed. 

AGENDA ITEM 2 

COVID-19 Report by the Health Minister 

3. Dan West, Chief Digital Information Officer, Department of Health, briefed the 

Executive on the Northern Ireland COVID-19 Contact Tracing App. 

4. The Minister of Health provided an update on developments in the COVID-19 

pandemic, including the R number; engagement with the new Minister of 

Health in Dublin; the COVID outbreak in Limavady; the number of COVID 

patients in ICU; and the wording of advice to be provided in relation to 

guidance on travel. He advised that he would bring a paper on travel 

regulations to the Executive meeting of 30 July, as well as providing 

information on the risk assessments and methodology involved. 

5. The deputy First Minister advised that she and the First Minister had agreed 

to request an urgent dedicated BIC meeting to resolve the issues relating to 

the Common Travel Area. 

AGENDA ITEM 3 

Actions from previous meetings 

6. The deputy First Minister advised that the Action Log had been circulated. 

AGENDA ITEM 4 

COVID-19 Management 
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(i) noted the current plan for go-live of the Northern Ireland COVID-

19 App; 

(ii) agreed to support the use of the App in Executive 

Communications. 

10. The Executive agreed that: 
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restrictions and requirements; 

(iv) the No. 2 Regulations would retain the general restriction limiting 

gatherings to 30 participants, with a number of general categories of 

exception to this limit in place rather than the current list of more 

specific purposes for which an exception applies; 

(v) it should not legislate for localised enforceable actions to respond to 

clusters of cases; and 
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public awareness and understanding of the continuing danger of 
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12. Following discussion, the Executive: 

(i) noted the risk assessment at Annex A to Executive Memorandum 

E (20) 174 (C); 

(ii) ratified dates for the easements outlined in Executive 

(iii) noted the plan for bringing some further easements to the 
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(iv) set an indicative date for pubs, hotels and private clubs to serve 
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13.The Minister of Justice and the Minister for Infrastructure agreed to engage 
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exemptions outlined in Executive Memorandum E (20) 175 (C); 

(ii) to amend legislation to include the provision to provide for the mandatory 

use of face covering when in enclosed public settings where social 

distancing could not be maintained for limited periods of time, such as 

retail environments, from 1 August; and to engage with the public until the 

20th August to raise awareness of the benefit and to build public support; 

and 

protect others; prevent transmission; protect our economy and prevent a 

second wave. 
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16.The First Minister asked to be advised of any Ministers planning to update the 
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Irrelevant & Sensitive 
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Irrelevant & Sensitive 

Irrelevant & Sensitive 
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clarity on allocation of funds which had not been fully utilised for the business 

support schemes for which they had been designated. The Minister of 

Finance agreed to prepare a paper for consideration at the Executive meeting 

of 30 July. 
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