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3. As part of the initial Government response to the Covid-19 outbreak officials have examined the 
statute book to determine what additional provisions might be required to give effect to a 
comprehensive response. This work has built on the considerable work done on legislative 
requirements for the Pandemic Influenza Bill'. Although Covid-1 9 is medically distinct the 
legislative requirements for a widespread outbreak of a novel contagion of this type are not 
fundamentally distinct from the response to an influenza pandemic. 

5. The list of areas where further legislation might be needed has been developed on a UK wide 
basis. The needs identified vary between the different jurisdictions of the UK (reflecting the 
different legal landscapes in England or England & Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland). The 
list of provisions in ANNEX A does however reflect the totality of provisions possibly required for 
all the nations and jurisdictions of the UK. 

6. The list of provisions in ANNEX A is a maximalist position. In some areas departments are still 
seeking additional legal advice on the scope of existing statutory or common law powers. 
Departments should seek to use existing powers where possible and COBR should expect all 
departments to rigorously test and justify their asks. If existing powers can be used Departments 
should notify the DHSC Bill team and remove those provisions from consideration. 
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8. Additionally whilst the nature of the threat to public health may allow for emergency legislation the 
practice of legislating in haste without proper scrutiny is in and of itself controversial in Parliament 
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