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Current Issves

1. Key current issues across portfolios whi SBecretaries may

wish 1o be aware of or discuss at Cabinet are

Dieputy FIRST MIBISTER AND EDUCATION AND SKILS

{This week]
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100 Thers is an svolving situation following the outbreak of a novel coronavirus
eranating from Wahan City in Hubel province in China. As of 28 January 2020,
the World Health Organisation reported 2015 confirmed cases including 56 deaths.
The fodal numbser of cases from mainland Ching is 1875, of which 324 are saverse.
There are a number of countrissfregions which have reported patients who have
tested positive, including Hong Kong, Macay, Taipsl, Republic of Korea, Taiwan,
Japan, Mepal, Singapore, Vietnam, the USA, Australis and Franoce, Thers are
surrently no confirmed cases in the UK,

As of 28 January 2020, the UK Government reported that g total of 73 psople have
tested negative for the coronavirus in the UK. 1t has been agresd that UK Chisf
Medical Officers {CMOs) will be the custodian of patient data, and all administrations
will report only the numbers of concluded cases and the number of positive and
negative cases. There will be no reporting publicly of the numbers under
investigation at any given time although this number will be shared seross the four
mations for planning purposes.  Updated UK figures will be received daily at
1.03pm.

This is g continually svolving situation, At 2,00 am. on 27 January, & total of seven
cases had been concluded in Soofland, alt of which proved negative. These are
included in the 73 cases lested across the UK. Four ofher cases in Scotland are
under investigation.

A Cabingt Office Briefing Room (COBRA) mesling was held on Friday, 24 January,
chaired by the UK Secretary of State for Health, The Cabingt Becretary for Health
and Sport, and the Chief Medical Officer diallsd In to represent Scotlish Government
interests. Ministers from Wales and Northern ireland were also represented. i was
agresd thal all asdministrations will share information before issuing i, and
information relating to Devolved Administrations will not be shared without their prior
approval. if the fist case arses in Scotland, Wales or Northem lreland, the relevant
rmatio's CMO will undertake the first public communications, with advance
courdination across the four nations.
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Following discussions at COBRA, it has been agreed that the CMOs of the
respective nations will be the owners and custodians of key clinical data. Such
information will be requested and provided 1o the UK CMO on behalf of other CMOs.
The data will be requested by the Department for Heshlh and Socisl Care on a daily
basis, by 12 noon, acting on behalf of the UK ChOs.

Health Protection Scotland (HPS) is co-ordinating activity across Scotland from NHS
Boards and others, as well as providing advice and supporting contingency planning.
Daily four nations Incident Management Team meetings are tgking place betwesen all
four public health agencies, including HPS,

Heaglth Protection Division is providing & co-ordinating rmole within the Socottish
Government, including Resilience Division, should SGORR need to be activated,
Oifficials are participaling in daily four nations coordination calls.

Thers is only one testing centre for the Coronavirus in the UK, this is at Public Health
England's laboralory in Colindale and has the capacity to underiake 100 tests per
day. Howsver, this will be expanded, and it is expected that testing will shortly be
rolled out in Scotland.  The location of these tests will initially be Edinburgh, with
plans for Glasgow and Dundee 1o follow, An update from HPE is expected.

if a patient is tested as positive for Coronavirus, the course of treatment would be
determined by cliniclans. This could rangs from seif-isolation at home o requiting
treatment in an Airbome High Consequence Infectious Disease Treatment Centre in
England,

The New and Emerging Respiratory Virus Threats Advisory Group {(NERVTAG) will
convena on 28 January to consider and advise on severe case management and
treatment options.  Further information will flow as greater understanding of the
scisnce behind the virgl behaviour and response o potential teatments is
developed,

Guidance has besen developed for healthoare workers and distributed by HPS
through s networks. As g precautionary measure, and in ing with nationa! guidance
on managing suspected cases, a number of facemasks will be released and
distributed from national stockpiles.

A lstter has besn drafted for the CMO to issue in order 1o raise swareness of HPS
guidelines.

Universities Scofland is in the process of distributing Information 1o students and stalf
based on advice from HPE. Information posters have been drafied and discussions
are undervay on distribution,

it is understood that a flight will lzave Madid for China on 28 January to repatlriate
UK citizens.

Irrelevant & Sensitive

BOE0S &
OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE

NOOTER _QD196ETER 170

INQ000362660_0005



BOROY4 - SCANLE 2E-Jare2020

QFFICIAL-SENSITIVE

Irrelevant & Sensitive

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE

NOOTER _QD196ETER 171

INQ000362660_0006



BOR0Y14 - SCANLE 2E-Jare2020

QFFICIAL-SENSITIVE

Irrelevant & Sensitive

SO0 7
OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE

NOOTER _QD196ETER 173

INQ000362660_0007



SC(20)14 - SCANCE 28-Jan-2020

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE

Irrelevant & Sensitive

Cabinet Secretariat

January 2020
SC(20)14 8
OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE
NO0189_001952756 173

INQ000362660_0008



