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Nicola Sturgeon's Covid care home policy DID 'cause harm' says Jason
Leitch - but he has no regrets

The outgoing first minister and former health secretary Jeane Freeman have been dubbed the 'Shipman Sisters’ for their role in sending untested
hospital patients into care homes weeks into the first Covid lockdown
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B Nicola Sturgeon has found herself under fire for the Scottish Government's early Covid care home policy (image: Getty Images)

Scotland's national clinical director has admitted the SNP government's policy of placing untested patients into care homes at the
start of the Covid pandemic did ‘cause harm'. But Professor Jason Leitch said he had no regrets about the policy as he also looked
to take a pop at the Scottish Daily Express.

It emerged this week that Nicola Sturgeon would need to give evidence at the UK-wide Covid Inquiry early next year as it will
probe her decision-making in Scotland.
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~Ms Sturgeon and then-heaith minister jeane Freeman have been dubbed the ‘Shipman Sisters” by campaigners tor their care
home policy in those first few weeks of lockdown. Hundreds of untested older people were transferred from hospitals to care
homes, with the Scottish Government waiting almost a week after the UK Government to ditch the practice.

READ MORE: Jason Leitch says he fronted Scottish Covid response because 'half the country' didn't like Sturgeon

And speaking on the anniversary of the first full lockdown being announced on March 23, 2023, Prof Leitch seemed to
acknowledge the policy had been a mistake. Asked on Radio Scotland's Good Morning Scotland show if he regretted the strategy,
he said: "I'm not sure regret is the right word but | think that will remain with me for the rest of my life.

"There is a sadness today and a sadness every day in many lives around this country. And the decision to protect people who were
in hospital, because we knew Covid was coming to the hospitals, and moving them to their homes, which on some occasions were
care homes, of course was a very, very difficult thing and in hindsight, that did cause some harm.
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B Professor Jason Leitch (image: Scottish Government Handout)

"The reality is we will never know what would have happened if we left them in hospital when Covid was arriving. But all of those
nuanced choices - the schools closures, the closing of places of worship across the country - these were enormously difficult pieces
of advice and the people who made the decisions, | think it will stay with them and with me forever."

Prof Leitch also dismissed the Scottish Express story on what he said to worshippers at a church in Edinburgh. We told at the
weekend he had said it might have been a mistake to lockdown schools and that lockdown was "an old-fashioned approach to
managing a disease". He also revealed he played such a visible role in the Covid response because at least half the country didn't
like Nicola Sturgeon.
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But he told host Gary Robertson: "You shouldn't believe everything you read in the media," before admitting that he had said the
quotes attributed to him. He added: "The only thing we had was an old-fashioned approach. That was the only thing we had for the
very reasons |'ve just described. No drugs, no vaccine, no other way."

READ NEXT:

o Glasgow Airport is the worst in UK for flight cancellations as travellers face 'unacceptable’ delays
» Tory councillor mocks bigots who sent sectarian 'hun' abuse in post as he tells them 'get a hobby!"

s Cover-ups, secrecy and Nicola Sturgeon: true scale of SNP failure over Ferguson Marine revealed in bombshell report

« Mhairi Black says Boris must lose whip if he misled parliament... despite same finding against Sturgeon

o Latest news

For more news, follow us on Facebook and Twitter but never miss the latest top headlines and sign up to our daily
newsletter here.
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