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Deaf man given DNR order without his consent
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Alison Richards, Support Manager at Slateford Green said:

“We were shocked when the gentleman
came back from his appointment and
handed us the letter. He had no idea what it
was, so asked us about it. We can’t believe
he was given a DNR order without
consulting with him. Everybody has aright
to make a decision about their health, and
that includes deaf people.”
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Gordon Hay, Head of Operations at Deaf Action said:

“It’s a shocking failure that
‘communication difficulties’ were cited on
this DNR order. British Sign Language was
formally recognised in Scotland in 2015,
so deaf people have a legal right to access
information in BSL. Provision for language
interpreters is absolutely vital - they
provide smooth communication between
health professionals and BSL users, and
that ication can stop p

like this from happening in the first place.

It doesn’t matter what language we use -
‘communication difficulties’ should not be
areason to potentially end a person’s life.”

It was reported earlier this year that people’s human rights had been
breached during the pandemic, with healthcare professionals choosing
DNRs for patient out consulting the person, or a family member when

they are unable to make that decision themselves
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