
Llywodraeth Cymru/ Welsh Government 
Parc Cathays/ Cathays Park 
Caerdydd/Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ 

From: Orford, Rob (HSS - Primary Care & Health Science) <Rob.Orford@gov.wales>
Sent: 11 March 2020 14:07 
To NR Office of the First Ministerl. NR ov.wales>; PS Minister Health & Social Services _._._._._._._._._._._._._._ 
<PS M HSS @gov.wales> 

---•----------

Cc[. _._._._._NR (EPS - CYP&F) ._._._._._.-NR._._,_._._._i@gov.wales>; Atherton, Frank (HSS - Chief Medical Officer) 
<Frank.Atherton@gov.wales>[. . . .__ NR._._._._._._. ;(HSS - DHP Public Healthy NR @gov.wales>; Kamalan, 
Chrishan (HSS - DHP Public Health) <Chrishan.Kamalan@gov.wales>; Holt, Rob (ESNR-Tourism, Heritage & Sport, 
Tourism & Marketing) <Rob.Holt@gov.wales>; Health Protection <Health Protection@gov.wales>; Kilpatrick, Reg (EPS - 
LG Director) <Reg.Kilpatricl<@gov.wales>; HSSG.TAC <HSSG.TAC@gov.wales>
Subject: RE: coronavirus and major events 

Dear Carys, please find attached a technical briefing on mass gatherings and behavioural & social 
interventions for the First Minister. 

Please treat this information sensitively as it is assimilating advice arising from scientific groups that is 
not yet formally published and represents our understanding of the evidence that we currently have 
available. We will monitor and update this advice if more information becomes available. 

I hope this is helpful, best wishes 
Rob 

From l NR ;(HSS DHP Public Health);  NR @gov.wales> 
Sent: 09 March 2020 16:34 
To: Orford, Rob fHSS - Primary Care. & Health Science) <Rob.Orford@gov.wales>

(EPS CYP&F._._._._.-._.NR_._._._._._.j@gov.wales>; Kamalan, Chrishan (HSS - DHP Public Health) 
<Chrishan.Kamalan@gov.wales>; Evans, Carys (Office of the First Minister) <Carys.Evans@gov.wales>; Holt, Rob (ESNR-
Tourism, Heritage & Sport, Tourism & Marketing) <Rob. Holt@gov.wales>; Health Protection 
<HealthProtection@gov.wales>
Subject: FW: coronavirus and major events 

Rob 

I spoke to Carys (at the beginning of the email chain), who says that the reason behind the query 
about mass gatherings is that the FM has asked the question as to why other countries have banned 
mass gatherings, and on what science the UK government is basing their decision not to ban mass 
gatherings. He has asked for some background briefing on these two elements of the same subject. 

We discussed briefly, and you said that you could provide some background for the FM from the 
SAGE position on the science behind the UK decision, but why other countries have taken a different 
decision would require some investigation. This issue about mass gatherings keeps coming up, so 
Carys says she would be grateful for some background on this matter. 

Name Redacted 

Y Gangen Polisi a Deddfwriaeth Amddiffyn lechyd / Health Protection Policy and Legislation Branch 
Is-adran lechyd y Cyhoedd / Public Health Division 
Y Gyfarwyddiaeth Polisi lechyd / Directorate of Health Policy 
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Culture, Sport & Tourism <PSDMCST@gov.wales>; PS Minister Health & Social Services <PSMHSS@gov.wales>; Brindley, 
Madeleine (OFM - Special Adviser) <Madeleine.Brindley@gov.wales>•l NR l(OEM - Communications) 

NR @gov.wales>; NR kOFM - Communications NR_____ j@gov.wales> ._._._._._. _._._._._. 
Subject: coronavirus and major events 

Hi Rob 

We are getting queries about the implications of coronavirus for major events supported by the Welsh 
Government — whether they should be cancelled etc. 

You explained that the advice at the moment is that there is no reason to cancel events, and that 
people should refer to the Public Health Wales website. 

We discussed, and I asked whether it is possible to have a core brief that offers more guidance and 
you kindly agreed to consider with colleagues. 

Many thanks 

Carys 

Carys.Eyans..
carys.evans(a ciov.wales 

Prif Ysgrifennydd Preifat Prif Weinidog Cymru Principal Private Secretary First Minister of Wales 
Ysgrifennwch ataf yn Gymraeg neu'n Saesneg 
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