What people, on many of the groups, failed to realise was that immunity against the
corona virus arises from multiple sites on the Spike protein and many other structural
sites on the virus. This broad spectrum of immunity is not just driven by the
production of antibody, but also by memory B and T Cells that persist. With the high
levels of both natural and vaccine generated immunity, the UK population was likely
to be largely protected against hospitalisations and deaths, despite the emergence
of viral variation. This scenario has come to pass.

It has also been seen that in a largely unexposed population, to the current
circulating strains of SARS-CoV-2, they are no less virulent than in the beginning.
This latter point is being played out, in rural China, where vaccine uptake is low, as
is natural infection, due to draconian ‘Lockdown’ restrictions. This lack of insight and
expertise within the groups, | was part of, led to an over cautious approach to
opening up society, especially schools and universities, leading to much non-COVID-
19 related harm.

Wider Non-COVID-19 related harms due to Non-Pharmaceutical Interventions

Lockdowns were never a zero sum game, in the beginning they were introduced to
protect the NHS but somewhere along the way this initial ideal was lost and later on,
despite me asking many times in the groups | was involved in, | never got a clear
answer as to what the end goal might be. On the Policy modelling group, at the Welsh
Government, | raised this many times and even provided the group with an
evaluation matrix to track potential wider societal harms from isolation. | highlighted,
early on, that people with mental health issues may be harmed by lack of social
contact, people with early stage cancer and CVD may not get the diagnosis and
treatment they needed, children’s education and social development was being
impacted etc. Despite raising these issues | saw no attempt to quantify, or consider,
these when restrictions were being imposed. On the economic side, see my paper
doi: 10.158761/GIMCL 1000194, which estimated the cost of each life saved, by lockdown,
as £150,000, nearly 10 times the level accepted by NICE.

‘Experts’

In Appendix 2 below | have included an E Mail exchange that took place between
myself, colleagues and the BBC, relating to the type of experts that were being used
regularly by the corporation and other news outlets. Often these ‘Experts’ seemed
to stray out of their fields of expertise and start answering questions, to the media,
on topics, for which, they were merely ‘educated lay people’ and not experts. For
example, mathematicians being quite happy to answer questions on vaccine
effectiveness without any background in the subject. | resist to name names but Devi
Sridhar, John Edmunds and Christina Pagel come to mind. Many pushing a Zero
COVID agenda.

7. Your views as to any lessons that can be learned from the UK or Welsh Government’s
response to the Covid-19 pandemic, in particular relating to the work of the
above-mentioned groups. Please describe any changes that have already been made,
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