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Avon and Somerset Police reported a 20 per cent increase in domestic abuse
incidents in the past two weeks, from 718 to 868.

In some areas of China that are quarantined due to the coronavirus, domestic abuse
cases trebled in February compared with the previous year.

Priti Patel promises to protect the
vulnerable who are trapped with
domestic abusers during the
coronavirus lockdown in exclusive
article for the Mail on Sunday

There can be no doubt that we are living through an extraordinary and
emotional time.

It is a hard time for everyone, as we are all asked to stay at home in order to
keep our families, friends and communities safe. But for some people it is even
harder, because home is not the safe haven it should be.

| am acutely aware that the necessary guidelines about social distancing and
self-isolation may leave the victims of hidden crime, such as domestic abuse
and child sexual abuse, feeling especially isolated, vulnerable and exposed.

And now schools are closed, millions of children are spending more time
online than they otherwise would have and may be even more vulnerable to
online predators.

But my message to every potential victim is simple: we have not forgotten you
and we will not let you down.

And my message to every perpetrator is equally as simple: you will not get
away with your crimes.

As we tackle coronavirus our priority is to save lives and to protect the
vulnerable. We need to safeguard and support the most vulnerable now more
than ever.

Victims of crime remain my top priority and | will continue to do everything in
my power to protect every single one.

We are putting them first with our ground-breaking new Domestic Abuse Bill,
an additional £15 million to tackle this vile crime was announced in the
budget, and £16 million is going directly to refuge services.

But as coronavirus takes hold I refuse to stop there.

We have already given £1.6bn to local councils to help those who need it most
during this crisis.

We are continuing to work urgently with charities, to ensure that the support
services they provide can remain open during this challenging time.

The Government backed National Domestic Abuse Helpline is also
to operate.

We are working with law enforcement to see what more we can do
awareness and tackle the perpetrators of these heinous crimes.

We are working across government to redouble our operational res
making sure we are doing everything we can.

And we are working with charities, schools and law enforcement tc
parents and children know how to stay safe online.
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Priti Patel admits 'home is not the safe haven it should be’ as abuse rises amid Covid-19 crisis | Daily Mail Online
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