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The work will be led by the Equalities Minister, Kemi Badenoch, and supported by 
other government departments and agencies. 

Minister for Equalities, Kemi Badenoch, said: 

"This government is rightly taking seriously the initial findings from the PHE report 
published earlier this week. However, it is also clear that much more needs to be 
done to understand the key drivers of the disparities identified and the relationships 
between the different risk factors. 

"That is why I am now taking this work forward, which will enable us to make a real 
difference to people's lives and protect our communities from the impact of the 
coronavirus." 

The full terms of reference for this work will be as follows: 

• Review the effectiveness and impact of current actions being undertaken by 
relevant government departments and their agencies to directly lessen 
disparities in infection and death rates of COVID-19. Factors to be considered — 
but aren't limited to — should include age and sex, occupation, obesity, 
comorbidities, geography, and ethnicity; 

• Modifications to existing, or development of new policy, should be considered 
and discussed with the relevant Ministers responsible. This ongoing work will 
include looking at the extensive guidance that is already currently available; 

• Commission further data, research and analytical work by the Equality Hub to 
clarify the scale, and drivers, of the gaps in evidence highlighted by the Report; 
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