
However, there is a need to examine inequalities across all dimensions of inequality and 
among other populations with protected characteristics, where possible. PHE will undertake 
a review of the epidemiological evidence on inequalities in the risk and outcomes of COVID-
19 using available data sources. 

The objectives of the review are: 
• To analyse and present inequalities in COVID-19 infection, hospitalisation and 

mortality 
• To describe the association between age and sex and COVID-19 cases and 

outcomes 
• To quantify inequalities in excess mortality by comparing against previous years 
• To consider possible explanations for the findings such as the presence of obesity or 

underlying health conditions that are associated with increased risk of complications 
from COVID-19 

• To determine the impact of occupation (including healthcare workers), where data 
are available, on hospital admissions and outcomes from COVID-19 infection 

• To suggest recommendations for further action that should be taken to reduce 
inequalities in risk and outcomes from COVID-19 on the population. 
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PHE will work with external experts, independent advisors and stakeholders to consider the 
results of the review and any suggested recommendations. 
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