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Good evening everyone,

Across the whole United Kingdom, people are engaged in a huge
joint effort to put the coronavirus back in its box. Throughout the
pandemic, this government has done whatever it takes to protect
lives and livelihoods — in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland.

We have put in place an unprecedented package of economic
support, protecting the wages and jobs of millions of people.

We have built the largest testing capacity in Europe, with 32
million tests conducted so far and over half a million tests now
available every day across the UK.

We have ensured that, as we head into winter, the NHS has at its
disposal over 30,000 ventilators and billions of items of Personal
Protective Equipment, most of it now manufactured here in the
UK.

Across the whole of the UK, we have a shared goal — to suppress
the virus, ensure the NHS is not overwhelmed, and in doing so to
save lives.

The UK Government and the devolved administrations are
working together on a joint approach to the Christmas period,
because all of us want to ensure families can come together
wherever they live.

The challenges we face are significant across the U.K.

The average number of new cases each day is now 22,398, that’s
up from 9,716 a month earlier.

There are now 12,320 patients in hospital, up from 2,602 a month
earlier.

1,142 patients are now in mechanical ventilation beds, up from
369 a month earlier.

Sadly 492 deaths were reported yesterday. The weekly average
number of deaths each day is now 295, up from 53 a month
earlier.

That’s why new restrictions are in place in each part of the UK.

In England, from today, we are once again asking you to stay at
home.

As | explained on Saturday you can only leave home for specific
reasons: for work if you can’t work from home, for education, and
for essential activities and emergencies.

The full rules, all of the details, are available at gov.uk/coronavirus
and on the NHS Covid-19 app — please log on to see what you
can and can’t do.

| know how tough this is:
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