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On that tension, one chief executive offered the following perspective: 

One chief executive was directly critical of what was felt to be an unnecessarily centralised 
approach by the Scottish Government: 
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Indeed another chief executive commented: 

There is a longstanding and well-developed academic literature analysing the tendency of central 
governments to regard local authorities as delivery agents for national policies. Perhaps it is not 
surprising that, for some participants, the pandemic seemed to give that tendency a further push. 

One council leader whose area was placed in a local lockdown is also critical of the relationship 
with central government: 
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